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UNIT 60, MILL WAY, SITTINGBOURNE, KENT, ME10 2PD 
WE ARE BETWEEN ASDA AND FORMULA ONE TYRES 

01795 227716 | www.laywellflooring.co.uk 


Solid & Engineered Wood 
Flooring • Carpets & Vinyls 
Laminate Flooring 
LVT Design Floor 



GET 10% OFF OR HALF PRICE UNDERLAY WITH THIS AD! 

OFFER VALID UNTIL END OF AUGUST 2016 












Isn’t it time for a 
New Garage Door? 

With theVECELLI SALE, the 
decision’s made so much easier 


Our top of the range electric 'remote controlled' insulated aluminium 
rolling garage door -operated by hand held 'keyring' handset is 
currently reduced from a RRP of £2250 - to an amazing £799 

Inc VAT & fitting. 

NOW JUST £799! 


INCLUDING VAT & FREE FITTING 



IL 




Price includes: 


66 “ 






♦ Remote Control & keyring handset 

♦ Includes free internal manual override : . 

♦ All doors conform fully to EU safety directives 

4 White as standard, other colours available - ask for details 

♦ Extremely secure auto-locking system 

♦ Full 12 month warranty ♦ Bottom rubber weatherseal 

♦ Price is for any sized single sized door up to 8ft 6" wide 

♦ Double skinned aluminium with foam insulation 




CALL 01245 396910 

This special offer includes free fitting. 

The offer on our website does not include free fitting 
To benefit from this offer you should call: 01245 396910 

www.essatigaragedoors.co.uk 
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Government has failed 
innocent blood victims 


FEW could have imagined a little 
over three weeks ago, when we all 
went off to make our vote in the EU 
referendum of the seismic shift in our 
political landscape. 

David Cameron gone, Theresa May 
our new prime minister. Boris 
Johnson stabbed in the back and 
then, remarkably, appointed foreign 
secretary. Michael Gove kicked into 
touch, Nigel Farage no longer 
leading Ukip and, perhaps the only 
slightly predictable thing, Labour in 
a state of near crisis due to a divide 
within the party that stub¬ 
bornly refuses to heal. 

Yet while we have been 
shaken to the core on an 
almost daily basis with 
political bombshells, there is 
always the danger, of course, 
that within the carnage 
genuine news emerges which 
is overshadowed by the 
more fundamental Ji-| 

Westminster 



changes. 

In what was 


one of his final working announce¬ 
ments this week, David Cameron 
revealed a decision on the blood 
contaminations scandal which was 
lost in the melee but will have left a 
whole community reeling. 

This newspaper has campaigned 
hard for justice for those - mainly 
haemophiliacs - caught up in a 
terrible tragedy of the NHS’ making 
in the 1970s and 80s (more details 
see page 5). They deserved a fair 
settlement for a life devastated by the 
theft of their good health. Something 
so many of us take for granted. 
Instead they were thrown 
crumbs and expected to disap¬ 
pear from view. 

We have long said that for 
the relatively few victims - 
some of which live right here 
in Kent - they deserve a lump 
sum to give what remains of 
their illness ravaged 

lives, some security. 
We will continue 
to call for that to 
be the case. 


■ Kent on Sunday and its journalists are committed to abiding by the Society of Editors Code 
of Practice. If you have a complaint which can’t be resolved by Kent on Sunday editor Chris 
Britcher (chris.britcher@archant.co.uk) please contact the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation, Gate House, 1 Farringdon Street, London, EC4M 7LG, or via complaints@ipso. 
co.uk. More information about IPSO and its regulations can be found at www.ipso.co.uk 
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Advertiser’s Announcement 


Are you embarrassed 
by your teeth? 

Get your confidence back with no downtime with this new Dental Implant system! 


Dr Pieter Claassen 
of Hanover House, a 
local dental clinic is 
experiencing high demand 
for dental implants due to 
an advanced technique 
called PRGF which they 
offer to patients that are 
having dental implants. 

This new system 
encourages healing at an 
accelerated rate which 
means patients are able 
to go about their normal, 
everyday life without any or 
very little down-time. 

Patients travel from all 
over, demanding this unique 
treatment which is also being 
used to help sportsmen and 
women speed up the healing 
process following injury. 
PRGF stands for Plasma Rich 
Growth Factors, - referred 
to as accelerated healing by 
the Hanover House dental 
implant team. 

The Problem 

If you are one of the 
thousands of people 
suffering from missing or 
painful teeth you do not need 
to be reminded that it is very 
likely you will experience 
any or all of the following 
problems. 

• Not being able to eat 
what you want 

• Having to use fixative 
several times a day which 
is difficult to remove 
from your denture 

• Your confidence has 
dropped 

• You don’t enjoy food 
anymore because of the 
denture covering the 
roof of your mouth 

• You find yourself talking 
with your hand in front 
of your mouth to either 
stop a loose denture from 
moving or to hide an 
embarrassing gap 



Pieter Claassen - Implant Dentist 
at Hanover House Dental 
in Tonbridge 
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• When did you last smile? 

• You have bone loss where 
the denture is pressing 
on underlying bone 

• You can often hear a 
‘funny sound’ when the 
denture chews against 
another denture or teeth 

• You have as constant fear 
you will lose or break 
your dentures 

• Dogs love chewing 
dentures that lie 
unattended. 

The excitement 

For most of us suffering 
from ill-fitting denture, 
painful or lose teeth, all 
of the problems can be 
eliminated through the use 
of dental implants. 

Dr Claassen says, “Most 
patients normally have 
dental implants to stabilise 
loose and uncomfortable 
dentures or to replace 
embarrassing missing teeth. 
Having fixed teeth again 
means that they can eat and 
enjoy the food they want and 
have the confidence to smile 
in family photos again.” 

PRGF is 100% Natural 

The system is the magic 
solution that helps to speed 
up the healing process after 
the procedure, promoting 
our own unique healing 
factors to burst into action. 
Using the revolutionary 
PRGF system also increases 
the success rate. 

For the first time ever 
Hanover House Dental 
Practice are offering the 
PRGF system completely 
free of charge when a 
dental implant is placed. 
Normally this amazing new 
treatment would cost £350.00 
but for a limited period only 
Dr Claassen is offering it 
for FREE! 

Clinical Results 

In a study of 1391 dental 
implant placements using 
PRGF, the success rate was 
99.6%. This shows just how 
special PRGF is, and as our 
free introductory gift to 
you, Dr Claassen wants to 
provide it free of charge - but 
not for long. In fact, you only 
have until Friday 22nd July 
2016 to take up this offer! 

Patients who have 
osteoporosis often receive 
medication to strengthen 
their bones. Unfortunately, 
in some cases it can lead 
to the opposite - impaired 
healing of bone structure. 
PRGF is excellent for 
patients potentially at risk 


of dental implant failure, 
shortening the time it takes 
for the body to accept your 
implants. 

The Benefits 

There are many benefits 
when a patient chooses to 
have dental implants and 
using the PRGF system only 
increases those benefits... 

Below are just a few; 

1. Faster healing time; 
Less down time 

2. Reduced pain and 
swelling 

3. No one will know unless 
you want them too! 

4. Natural healing from 
your healing factors 

5. Get back your quality of 
life 

How it works 

PRGF - Plasma Rich 
Growth Factor is a 100% 
natural product specific 
and unique to each patient. 
A small amount of blood is 
placed in a centrifuge and 
separated in different layers. 
Only the parts, rich in 
growth factors are then used 
and applied onto the implant 
and the surrounding areas 
in the mouth. 

In the several years PRGF 
have been used in different 
medical fields there has 
never been a reported side 
effect. 

What people say 

“Pieter worked painstakingly 
to achieve 
the perfect finish. 

The dental implants have 
given me back my smile 
and confidence and I no 
longer have to worry about 
what I eat” 

Mrs. P. Mahoney - 
Speldhurst 

“Having dental implants 
was well worth the effort 
and the difference was 
extraordinary, making it the 
best decision I ever made. 

I used to be self-conscious 
about my teeth. I wouldn’t 
eat in public in case my 
dentures fell out and I hated 
how they felt in my mouth. 
Since having dental implants 
I am so much happier. I can 
eat what I want, when I 
want, including apples and 
I am much more confident. 

Even my friends have 
commented on how happy 
and relaxed I look. ” 
Stephen Barnham - 
Tonbridge 


Ken, a patients of Dr 
Claassen at Hanover House 
Dental Practice says... 
“I wasn’t certain about going 
down this route but now feel 
SMILES better!” which is 
evident in his before and 
after treatment photos. 


■ Mr Ken Winch BEFORE Treatment ■ Mr Ken Winch AFTER Treatment 



How to get this special product 

Its first come first served so call and book 
your free consultation. Cut out the coupon on 
this page and when you start treatment we 
will reduce the cost by £350! 

Call us today on: 01732 807914 

Either Sue or Sandy will be helping you on the phone. 


Hanover House Dental 
has various packages and 
price plans to 
suit all budgets! 



SAVE 

£350 


Hanover House 

PIHTHTSV 

Benefit from Accelerated, 
100% Natural healing! 


Free consultation 

At Hanover House, 203 High St, TN91BW 

Remember; bring your coupon along 
to claim YOUR free PRGF! 

DO NOT PUT IT OFF; WE DO NOT WANT YOU 

TO BE DISAPPOINTED! 


Call 01732 807914 
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Blood campaigner’s fury 
at Cameron’s final act 



‘INSULTING’: David Cameron’s final PMQs saw him confirm blood contamination compensation deal 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


A VICTIM of the blood contamina¬ 
tion scandal has blasted David 
Cameron’s announcement - in his 
final appearance as prime minister 
in the House of Commons - con¬ 
firming long-awaited additional 
compensation as “insulting and 
patronising”. 

Appearing at PMQs just hours 
before he formally resigned as 
prime minister, he finally revealed 
the outcome of a promise to those 
infected. 

A much-delayed consultation 
into compensation was launched in 
January. It comes after thousands, 
primarily haemophiliacs, were 
infected with hepatitis C or HIV 
during the 1970s and 80s due to the 
NHS using contaminated blood 
bought in from US firms and often 
sourced from prisoners and drug 
addicts. 

Mr Cameron told the Commons: 
“We will be spending the extra 
£12 5m in a much fairer and more 
comprehensive scheme. 

“We will guarantee all those 
infected will for the first time 
receive a regular annual payment. 


“This will include all those with 
hepatitis stage one, who will now 
receive £3,500 per year rising to 
£4,500 per year by the end of the 
parliament. For those with 
hepatitis C at stage two, HIV, or 
co-infected with both, annual 
payments will increase over the 
lifetime of the parliament and we 
will enhance the support for those 
who have been bereaved.” 

It is estimated some 6,000 were 
infected with either, or both, 


hepatitis C and HIV. Some 2,000 of 
which have since died as a result. 

Broadstairs’ victim Steve 
Dymond, who has serious liver 
conditions due to hepatitis C and 
survives on just £14,000 a year to 
support he and his wife, told us: 
“Being deliberately contaminated 
with hepatitis C through medical 
treatment for my haemophilia was 
not something I ‘deserved’ Mr 
Cameron, and the so called support 
his announcement claims I deserve 


is both insulting and patronising. 

“‘Supporting’ me with £15,500 a 
year having destroyed my life and 
health is as far from ‘compassion’ 
as could be imagined. 

“A bad faith and woefully 
inadequate consultation process, 
which has obviously not taken into 
account the views of victims and 
their families, has inevitably 
produced a bad faith and woefully 
inadequate government response 
to those affected.” 


Sprinters Asher-Smith and 
Gemili among Rio hopefuls 


Green promoted, Clark 
reassigned and Fallon 
retained in shake-up 


A HANDFUL of Kent MPs were 
handed senior roles in Theresa May’s 
cabinet as the new prime minister 
rang the changes in her first days in 
10 Downing Street. 

With a number of high-profile 
names including George Osborne, 
Michael Gove, Nicky Morgan and 
John Whittingdale axed from the top 
table, Michael Fallon was one of the 
few to retain his post as defence 
secretary. 

The Sevenoaks MP has held the 
position since 2014 after previously 
serving as minister of state for energy 
and vice-chairman of the party. 

Damian Green, Ashford MP and 
long-time supporter of Mrs May, was 
handed a big promotion as he 
replaced the resigning Stephen 
Crabb as secretary of work and 
pensions. 

Mr Green served as an immigra¬ 
tion minister and justice secretary in 
the coalition government but has 
been on the backbenches since 2014. 

Tunbridge Wells MP Greg Clark, 


meanwhile, was switched from 
secretary of communities and local 
government, where he was driving 
the devolution agenda, a role he was 
only appointed to in May 2015, to 
head of business, energy and 
industrial strategy - a department 
that will swallow up what was the 
department for energy and climate 
change. 

His previous post was taken up by 
Sajid Javid, the former secretary of 
business, innovation and skills. 

Mrs May also proved there was no 
bad blood between her and Conserv¬ 
ative leadership rival Andrea 
Leadsom, who went to school at 
Tonbridge Grammar, as she made 
the prominent Leave campaigner 
head of the department for environ¬ 
ment, food and rural affairs. 

Elsewhere, James Brokenshire, MP 
for Sidcup and Old Bexley, was 
promoted from immigration 
minister, having worked closely with 
Mrs May at the Home Office, to 
Northern Ireland secretary. 


KENT will be well represented at 
next months Olympic Games after 
a number of sports stars were 
selected to travel to Rio. 

Among them were sprinters 
Dina Asher-Smith and Adam 
Gemili from Orpington and 
Dartford, Tonbridge’s race walker 
Tom Bosworth and Maidstone 
hurdler Jack Green. 

Chatham trampolinist Kat 


THOSE looking to travel from 
Dover to France on Friday faced 
delays as officials looked to beef up 
security in light of what is being 
described as a ‘terror attack’ in 
Nice. 

At least 84 people have died, 
including children, after a lorry 
drove through a crowd celebrating 
Bastille Day in the southern French 
city on Thursday night. 


Driscoll was also given the nod to 
compete at her second Games. 

Asher-Smith, who became the 
fastest teenager in the world in 
Beijing last year, will be a strong 
medal hopeful having also struck 
gold at the European Champion¬ 
ships earlier this month. 

For full reaction, see our sports 
coverage on page 51 of this week’s 
paper. 


As a result, there were greater 
security checks at the port for those 
looking to cross the Channel, with 
DFDS Seaways and P&O Ferries 
advising allowing 90 minutes to 
complete the check-in process. 

Dover MP Charlie Elphicke 
tweeted: “Horrified by the terrorist 
atrocity and terrible loss of life in 
#nice. We stand together with 
France in defeating terrorism.’ ’ 


Security heightened at port 
following Nice 'terror attack' 
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Fresh appeal in case of backpacker Falconio 


AUSTRALIAN police are making a renewed call for 
information into the brutal murder of British backpack¬ 
er Peter Falconio - killed after the vehicle he and his 
girlfriend were travelling in was ambushed. 

Mr Falconio, 28, who worked at the Pfizer site in 
Sandwich, was shot dead in the remote outback 
location but his body was never found. Bradley John 


Murdoch, convicted of his murder, has always denied 
his involvement and not assisted in finding his remains. 

Acting deputy commissioner Jamie Chalker con¬ 
firmed the case was still open and hoped fresh informa¬ 
tion could help them finding Mr Falconio. 

His girlfriend, Joanne Lees, escaped. Now 42, she is 
a social worker in Huddersfield. 


Hospital’s £64m deficit as 
it continues fight to get 
out of special measures 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


THE troubled Medway NHS Founda¬ 
tion Trust has announced it over¬ 
spent by some £30m in 2015/16 - a 
year it admitted had proved “ex¬ 
tremely challenging financially”. 

In its annual report, the trust, 
which runs Medway Maritime Hos¬ 
pital in Gillingham, revealed it was 
operating with a deficit of more than 
£64m for the year - significantly 
more than was initially budgeted for. 

It says the money has had to be 
ploughed into the hospital site due to 
its failure to dig itself out of special 
measures after it continued to be 
branded ‘inadequate’ by inspectors. 

Making up a significant slice of the 
expenditure was the investment of 
just over £llm in building refur¬ 
bishment, replacement medical 
equipment, information technology 
and the general improvement of the 
fabric of the estate. 

Around 30 per cent of this ex¬ 
penditure was invested in the com- 



IMPROVING: Medway Maritime 

pletion of the latest stages of the 
emergency department (ED) refur¬ 
bishment, which has been put under 
immense pressure in recent years 
and come in for so much criticism. 
The report stated: “The ED refur¬ 


bishment scheme is a cornerstone 
project in the transformation of care 
at Medway and will not only improve 
emergency facilities, but will also en¬ 
able a better flow into and through 
the hospital for all Medway patients.” 

The trust also experienced a signifi¬ 
cant increase in pay costs of £18.lm, 
after struggling to recruit staff and in¬ 
stead having to rely on the “premium 
costs” of using agency staff. 

Chairman Shena Winning said: 
“The Care Quality Commission’s in¬ 
spection of the hospital in August 
2015, and the report it published in 
January 2016, in which we were 
again rated as inadequate, were wa¬ 
tershed moments for the trust. 

“There were already a range of 
improvement plans in place, howev¬ 
er it was clear that we needed to ac¬ 
celerate our drive to improve the 
quality and safety of patient care.” 

Chief executive Leslie Dwyer add¬ 
ed: “There is still a huge amount to 
do and I am very clear that we are 
not nearly where we need to be. But I 
am optimistic that we are moving in 
the right direction.” 



OFF: Len Goodman 

Strictly's Len 
to quit the hit 
BBC show 


STRICTLY Come Dancing head judge 
Len Goodman is to step down after the 
next series, the BBC has announced. 

The 72-year-old, who runs a dance 
academy in Dartford, has led the 
judging panel since the show started 12 
years ago. 

He will be joined by fellow judges 
Darcey Bussell, Bruno Tonioli and Craig 
Revel Horwood for his final series, as 
well as presenters Tess Daly and Claudia 
Winkleman. 

Mr Goodman will not be retiring and 
will continue his shows on Radio Two. 

He said: “This adventure began when 
I was 60 and now that I’ve reached my 
70s, I’ve decided after this year it’s time 
to hand the role of head judge to 
someone else. It is an honour being part 
of the wonderful Strictly Come Dancing 
family and I’m looking forward to my 
last series very much and to whatever 
comes next.” 

The BBC said it was too early to 
comment on any speculation about who 
would replace Goodman for the 2017 
series. Charlotte Moore, director of 
content at BBC, said: “I know we are all 
going to miss him tremendously, but I 
also know Len’s final series is going to 
be full of unmissable moments and I 
hope audiences will give him the special 
send-off he so deserves.” 


Fears rise over sharp 
increase in homeless 

THE number of people sleeping rough on the 
streets of Kent has doubled - with young people 
particularly suffering. 

New figures from the Canterbury-based charity 
Porchlight suggest the number of homeless 
people aged 25 and under has tripled since 2014. 

The charity’s rough sleeper team found 223 
people on the streets between April and June, 
compared with 106 people for the same period in 
2015. 

Of these, 34 were young people compared with 
just 11 in 2014. 

Porchlight fears these figures are just the tip of 
the iceberg, given that so many homeless people 
are hidden from view. 

The charity’s CEO Mike Barrett: “Everyone 
deserves a safe and stable place to live but as 
rising rents and welfare reform push more and 
more people into the trauma of homelessness, the 
need for charities such as Porchlight has never 
been greater.” 


Lord Heseltine tours 
estuary development 

MEMBERS of a commission responsible for develop¬ 
ing areas along the Thames Estuary have been 
briefed on the potential use of the river. 

Lord Heseltine, together with members of the 
Thames Estuary 2050 Growth Commission, took to 
the Thames, as they try to develop a plan for areas in 
north Kent, south Essex and east London. 

The plan is expected to highlight how the area can 
develop, attract and retain skilled workers and make 
the most of planned infrastructure including the lower 
Thames crossing. 

The group was announced back in March during 
the chancellor’s budget, and is expected to report 
back to government by autumn 2017. 

The Port of London Authority claims the Thames 
could be vital to growth in the future. 

Last week it launched its vision for the river’s 
development over the next 20 years. 

Robin Mortimer, chief executive atPLA, said: 

‘ ‘There is a renewed focus on the Thames as a 
catalyst for growth over the coming decades.’ ’ 


’Killer algae' all-clear 
for popular lakes 

CONNINGBROOK Lakes in Ashford have re-opened 
after the dispersal of ‘killer algae’ which was 
discovered last month. 

The presence of the algae was confirmed by the 
Environment Agency on June 10 and it has been 
monitoring the lake ever since. 

The algae was also found in lakes in Dartford 
earlier this year, and was the cause of the death of 
three dogs. The algae blooms are a naturally 
occurring phenomenon that can be triggered by a 
range of factors and they clear up naturally overtime. 

A spokesperson for Ashford Borough Council said: 

‘ ‘We were delighted to receive confirmation from the 
Environment Agency the blue-green algae species 
known as anabaenahas dispersed. This enables 
activities to restart on the lake. 

‘ ‘We would like to remind the public that while the 
country park can be enjoyed by anyone, use of the 
lake is via designated sports clubs and membership 
of Mid Kent Fisheries. Dogs must be kept on leads 
and owners do not let them drink or go in the water.’ ’ 
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Sale of airport buildings to be 
probed through public inquiry 



FUTURE? Manston Airport has been shut for the last two years 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


A PUBLIC inquiry is to be held into plans to 
change the use of buildings on the Manston 
Airport site to non-aviation uses. 

It comes after the planning inspectorate 
pulled the plug on a scheduled appeal hear¬ 
ing due to take place on Wednesday, where 
four planning applications would have been 
considered. 

Among those looking to develop on the 
site is the owner, Stone Hill Park (SHP), 
which is also behind the Discovery Park site 
in Sandwich, after finally delivering plans to 
Thanet District Council following months of 
consultation. 

It wants to develop a mixed-use facility 
which will include homes, leisure and com¬ 
munity facilities. 

The firm applied for change of use for a 
number of existing buildings in May 2015, 
but the applications were turned down by 
the council. 

SHP appealed, prompting the public in¬ 
quiry. It will take place in front of a planning 
inspector from the planning inspectorate, 
which will make its decision after hearing 
evidence from SHP and the council. 

It is just the latest twist in an increasingly 
messy and bitter dispute over the future of 


the site. Ukip swept to power at the local 
council last year on a ticket which promised 
it would re-open the airport; a promise it has 
so far failed to deliver. 

It was revealed last month two parties had 
approached Stone Hill Park to negotiate a pur¬ 
chase of the land - one of which with £150m of 
backing in sovereign wealth funds - in other 
words, a state-owned investment fund. 

Planning chiefs decided a public inquiry 
was more appropriate due to the scale of the 
issue at hand. 


A Thanet council spokesperson said: 
“The council understands this decision 
was made on the basis that the ‘matters are 
too complex and controversial to proceed 
by way of a hearing’. 

“The inspector also felt ‘the evidence will 
need to be properly tested through formal 
questioning’ and cited the ‘likely number 
of participants’ as other reasons why a 
hearing procedure would not be suitable.” 

A date for the inquiry has not yet been 
set by the inspectorate. 


Zuckerberg drops 
Littergram threat 

A LEGAL threat towards a Tonbridge app 
developer has been dropped by Facebook owner 
Mark Zuckerberg. 

Danny Lucas created Littergram, which invites 
people to share pictures of rubbish and report the 
location to the council, and made a public plea to 
Mr Zuckerberg back in April, who felt it stepped 
on the toes of his own Instagram brand, not to 
enforce a name change. 


Regeneration chief 
gives up £ 85 k role 

A REGENERATION director in Swale has given 
up her £85,000-a-year role. 

Kathryn Carr, citing family reasons for her 
departure, said: “Swale is a hidden gem and I feel 
privileged to have worked with some fantastic 
colleagues and partners towards unlocking its 
huge potential.” 


Winning advertiser 

HANOVER House Dental Clinic has won a 
competition among loyal advertisers of Kent on 
Sunday. 

It was among the many companies who entered 
a competition to win a wrap-around advertise¬ 
ment on a future edition of the north and west 
edition of this newspaper. Just one of the many 
perks of advertising with us. 



Berlin 

Wonderful sharp lines using a fusion of steel and 
wood to create this stylish extendable dining table. 
Dining table 160 - 250cm 


Clarkes 

furnishing your home 


www.carkesfurnishers.co.uk 


Sandling Road, Maidstone ME14 2RF 01622 753073 
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County rocker Jagger to be 
father for eighth time at 72 


DARTFORD rocker Sir Mick Jagger 
is expecting his eighth child at the 
age of 72. 

A spokesman for The Rolling 
Stones frontman confirmed the 
singer’s girlfriend, American 
ballerina Melanie Hamrick, is 
pregnant. 

Sir Mick, who is a great-grandfa¬ 
ther, has seven children - Karis, 
Jade, Elizabeth, James, Georgia, 
Gabriel and Lucas - whose ages 
range from 45 to 17. 

The news comes just two months 
after Rolling Stones guitarist, 
Ronnie Wood, became a father 
again at 68 after his wife Sally 
Humphreys gave birth to twin girls. 

Sir Mick and Ms Hamrick, who 
has reportedly performed with the 
American Ballet Theatre in New 
York, began dating after the suicide 


of L’Wren Scott in 2014, Sir Mick’s 
partner of 13 years. 

Sir Mick has five grandchildren 
and became a great-grandfather in 
May 2014 when Jade’s daughter 
Assisi gave birth to a baby girl. 


In May, Wood revealed that Sir 
Mick, who turns 73 on July 26, was 
one of the first people to visit his 
newborns and said: “Mick popped 
in on the third day. He couldn’t 
wait to see them.” 



Church apologises after 
shocking abuse discovery 


A REPORT into a former 
Church of England children’s 
home in Gravesend has 
revealed years of abuse which 
included sedating children and 
putting them in straitjackets. 

Last autumn, a review began 
to investigate a series of 
allegations about practices that 
took place at Kendall House. 

The report published on 
Wednesday reviewed the home 
between 1967 and 1986, when 
it was closed. 

During that time over 300 
girls between 10 and 16 years 
old were referred for place¬ 
ments, often by court order, 
through social services or by 
mental health services. 

The report found that: “Girls as 
young as 11 were routinely and 
often without any initial medical 
assessment, given antidepres¬ 


sants, sedatives and anti-psy- 
chotic medication. Often, these 
drugs were given in dosages 
which exceeded usual prescribed 
adult levels. The effects of the 
drugs also increased their 
vulnerability to emotional, 
physical and a smaller number of 
cases, sexual abuse.” 

Dr Perinpanayagam, who 
prescribed the medication to 
the children, died in 1988, 
having retired in 1983. 

Many accounts were of 
children living in fear at the 
home. Girls were placed in a 
locked room alone, and on at 
least two occasions were put in 
straitjackets. 

Bishop Paul Butler, lead 
bishop on safeguarding for the 
Church of England, apologised 
“unreservedly” following the 
report’s publication. 


Lane closure on bridge 

ESSENTIAL works will begin along Strood 
High Street from July 25 to August 5 between 
9.30am and 3.30pm. 

As part of the works, single lane closures 
will be required on the Old Bridge toward 
Strood, and the cycle lane will also be 
unavailable during the lane closures. 


Improving ancient roads 

VIEWS are being sought on how two of 
Maidstone’s most ancient streets can be 
improved as the council bids for heritage 
funding. 

Gabriel’s Hill and Lower Stone Street have 
a history of dramatic battles. Have your say 
at maidstone.gov.uk. 


Mayor appears in toilets 

THE mayor of Ashford will appear above 
urinals in the town in a bid to break down 
barriers that prevent suicidal men from 
seeking help. 

The posters are deliberately risque with a 
gentle humour to attract attention - but urge 
men in need to call Samaritans. 


International conference 

AN INTERNATIONAL conference is making 
its way to Canterbury next month. 

The conference, which will be on the 
topics of democracy, the refugee crisis, 
Brexit and the EU, takes place between 
August 5 and 7 in the Grimond Lecture 
Theatre and is free for all to attend. 



morris&turner 


Don't miss out! More offers in our bathroom showroom 


Third Avenue, Chatham, Kent ME5 OAD 

01634 813813 | sales@moijisandturner.co.uk | morrisandturner.co.uk 


€ND OF RRNGCS 
AMAZING 
OFFERS 
Now On! 


AQUADART 
V€NTURI 
SINGl€ & 
DOUBL€ 
DOOR 

OURDRANTS 
FROM 
JUST £399 


Must Go, 
First Served 


fill Stock 
First Come 


Visit our shouuroom 
today to see oil offers! 


Newly refurbed bathroom showroom plus ex display items at 50% OFF 
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Top Three Stories 



1. Body found by cliffs 

Missing Douglas Harris’ family informed 


2. Amber Rudd to visit Kent 

Matthew Scott invites home secretary 

3. Trucks crash on M25 

Drivers were stuck for hours this week 


The Essential Guide: 



.to Mansion Airport 


Everything you need to know about plans to get 
planes flying in Thanet again 



FEATURED PHOTO GALLERY: Remarkable images and artefacts from doomed liner Titanic 
to go on show in Tunbridge Wells’ Royal Victoria Place this summer 


Missed last week’s...? 

...YOU can read the paper online via our e-Edition at 


www. kentne ws. co.uk 

DON’T worry if you struggle 
to pick up a copy of Kent on 
Sunday, or missed a copy. 

You can access our exten¬ 
sive archive, online, through 
our website kentnews.co.uk. 
You can read the full paper, 
download articles you partic¬ 
ularly enjoy, and take a walk 


back through time with an ar¬ 
chive which stretches back 
years. 

And the best of it all, is that 
it’s all free to access. Plus, 
don’t forget, we provide a full 
news service throughout the 
week, to supplement your 
weekend read. 



Jocelyn Brown 



Top Three Blogs 


1. Remembering Beano 

Why the Dennis the Menace Club was great 

2. Lorry lane required 

Why HGVs drive us round the bend 

3. Don't stop travel plans 

Atrocities in France mustn’t put us off 


Results of the KoS 
Online Poll 

Will Theresa May be a 
successful PM? 

Yes, she’ll be PM for years - 52% 

No, she’ll go in 12 months -19% 


follow us on Twitter @kosmedia and on Facebook.com/KentonSunday 


We’ll elect a new PM in 2020 -15% 
Don’t know -14% 



A MASSIVE 


55 % 

OFF 


TRIPLE GLAZING THIS SUMMER! 


Call 


0800505070 


Visit our website for a online quote 

www.uSSnt windows.co.uk 
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THE WEATHER MIGHT NOT BE SIZZLING BUT 

OURAMAZING 

OFFERS 

CERTAINLY ARE! 


Britelite's SlipGT 


Composite front doors. 
Fully installed inc. VAT 


Windows, Doors & Conservatories 





































STOCK CLEARANCE SALE 


Atr AitmJ 

v, 5 


SBg 


r. 


... _ 


(JmSSk I 


Rimini Fabric Collection 
3 Seater Sofa & 2 Arm Chairs 


WAS £1299 
NOW £799 

SAVE £500 
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Genoa Fabric Suite 
3 Seater Sofa & 2 Armchairs 


WAS £1988 
NOW £999 

HALF PRICE 



Double Ortho 

4 Drawer Divan Set 


WAS £349 
NOW £249 

SAVE £100 


SINGLE DIVAN BEDS 
SINGLE MATTRESSES 
DOUBLE DIVAN BEDS 
DOUBLE MATTRESSES 


FROM £99 
FROM £49 
FROM £149 
FROM £89 
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Kensington Fabric 3 Seater 
Sofa and 2 Seater Sofa 


WAS £1499 

NOW £999 THE PAIR 



High Seat Chairs 


FROM £199 



Ruth High Back Chair 


WAS £349 NOW £249 

ONE ONLY 


Simpl Sofas & Beds caNn ° w -°l 634 « 

Mr J 39 High Street, Strood, Kent 

www.simplysofasandbeds.co.uk 0PEN: Mon-sat 9-5.30 sun closed 

• Leather & fabric sofas & Sofa beds • Divans • Bed frames • Mattresses 
• Wing chairs • Footstools • Headboards 

SALE SALE SALE SALE SALE SALE SALE SALE 
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COUNTY HALL : After a consultation KCC decided to turn the lights back on and use LEDs 

Stark warning 
over LED street 
light health risk 

Tom Pyman speaks to one expert who claims 
the county council is playing ‘Russian roulette’ 
with our health as it rolls out lighting strategy... 


K ent county 
Council has been 
slammed for 
“playing Russian 
roulette” with the 
health of residents in a row 
over street lights. 

The authority controver¬ 
sially decided last year to turn 
off some street lighting at cer¬ 
tain points at night, before a 
consultation backed a 
move to keep the county illu¬ 
minated. 

However, the task facing 
KCC is one that is neither sim¬ 
ple nor cheap, and it is mak¬ 
ing the switch to bulbs with 
light emitting diode (LED) 
technology in a move to 
save money and improve 
efficiency. 

Work running until 2019 
began in March to convert 
the county’s 118,000 street 
lights to LEDs. 

With the current bill stand¬ 
ing at some £9.5m a year in 
maintenance, electricity 
costs and the associated car¬ 
bon tax, KCC says the chang¬ 
es will save tax payers up to 
£5.2m a year. 

The savings are expected to 
come as a result of the light¬ 
ing being connected to an in¬ 
dividual central management 
system (CMS) that will allow 
the council to monitor and 

kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


adapt lighting levels in the 
future. 

However, the council has 
been challenged over a 
number of issues brought by 
the introduction of LEDs, par¬ 
ticularly with regards to 
health and conservation of 
key heritage sites in the 
county. 

LEDs are available in a va¬ 
riety of correlated colour tem¬ 
peratures (CCT). 

A CCT is a specification of 
the colour appearance of light 
when it is emitted, related to 
temperature measured in de¬ 
grees Kelvin (K). 

A CCT of 4000K, which is 
being used across the board 
in Kent, is recognised by the 
International DarkSky Asso¬ 
ciation (IDA) - an organisa¬ 
tion that works to help stop 
light pollution - as a poten¬ 
tially damaging level of ‘blue’ 
light. 

While these type of lights 
tend to be up to 15 per cent 
more efficient than ‘yellow’ 
lights - therefore making 
them a popular choice among 
authorities making changes 
- they are believed to carry 
health risks. 

Exposure to such light at 
night time has been shown to 
affect the body’s pattern of 
sleeping and waking, while 


there have also been links - 
albeit tenuous ones - between 
decreased melatonin, which 
such exposure creates, and 
an increased risk of cancer. 

The fears are not a particu¬ 
larly new phenomenon, as 
scientists have warned using 
smartphones and other gadg¬ 
ets before bed can cause rest¬ 
less nights because their light 
causes melatonin suppres¬ 
sion, which controls the body 
clock. 

However, some argue that 
if used at the right time, blue 
light can make the brain 
more alert. 

Simon Nicholas is a Cardiff- 
based engineer who has cam¬ 
paigned across the country 
against the introduction of 
LED lights and successfully 
forced councils to pull out of 
plans to install them in other 
areas of the UK. 

He told KoS back in Febru¬ 
ary that he had struggled to 
sleep following the introduc¬ 
tion of such street lights near 
his home and feels KCC’s 
specification of 4000K is 
putting residents at risk of 
harm. 

“Councils are starting to 
run out of ideas,” he said this 
week. 

“They’ve got their reputa¬ 
tion at stake but they don’t 

North & West 
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m m m #0F TUNBRIDGE WELLS 

Times 


TITANIC 

IN PHOTOGRAPHS 

THE EXHIBITION 



23 JULY-21 AUGUST 

An exhibition of unique period photographs 
of the world’s most famous ship brought to life 
with a world class display of original artefacts. 

Visit the Titanic Gift Shop and Photo Studio 
located on level 1 next to M&S 

Discover more at royalvictoriaplace.com 

Admission to exhibition is free and events may be 
subject to change or cancellation without prior notice 


ROYAL VICTORIA PLACE 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS 
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LED: The science behind the street lights is new and it seems no one is sure what the future may hold 


know what they’re doing with 
regards to road safety, glare and 
ambience. 

“I had a productive meeting with 
KCC in March, and to be fair they 
seemed to know a great deal more 
than most councils. 

“They accepted there was an ele¬ 
ment of risk, and I thought they’d go 
away and crunch the numbers but I 
didn’t hear from them again. 

“Either you go ‘we don’t care about 
the risks, so we’re going to have 
6000K bulbs’ or you acknowledge 
there’s a problem and go for 2700K - 
they’ve done neither and tried to find a 
happy medium but it’s flawed judgement. 

“You can’t make a compromise 
when we’re talking about people’s 
health, especially over a matter of 
pence per resident. 

“Don’t you think the people of Kent 
ought to know this? 

“They are playing Russian roulette 
with their health. 

“It’s important to realise the tech¬ 
nology is very new, it’s an emerging 
field and so we’re on a steep learning 
curve, but it’s a scandal in the 
making.” 

Mr Nicholas’ fears coincide with a 
report by the American Medical As¬ 
sociation which warned of the dan¬ 
gers of a high CCT. 

It read: “More recently engineered 
LED lighting is now available at 
3000K or lower. 

“At 3000K, the human eye still per¬ 
ceives the light as ‘white’ but it is 
slightly warmer in tone, and has 
about 21 per cent of its emission in 
the blue-appearing part of the 
spectrum. 

“This emission is still very blue for 
the night time environment, but is a 
significant improvement over the 
4000K lighting because it reduces 
discomfort and disability glare. 

“Because of different coatings, the 
energy efficiency of 300OK lighting is 
only 3 per cent less than 4000K, but 
the light is more pleasing to humans 


and has less of an impact on wildlife.” 

The impact on the environment is 
also well-documented - the glare of 
some LED lights is so potent that they 
are banned in some art galleries be¬ 
cause they have the ability to bleach 
the paint of works on display. 

And so there have been concerns 
about the effect as the lights beam 
down on the likes of the cathedrals in 
Canterbury and Rochester or Tun¬ 
bridge Wells’ the Pantiles, though 
KCC has previously played down 
these fears. 

Stephen Peckham, chair of Canter¬ 
bury district Green Party, told KoS: 
“Generally in more residential areas I 
would suggest the use of lower bright¬ 
ness lights and to ensure that lights 
are directional so as not to cause light 
pollution. 

“The AMA report recommends 
shielded lighting and use of lower lev¬ 
els 3000K in residential areas. 

“As far as I am aware other local 
authorities have used a mix of light 
levels and also control systems that 
vary light intensity depending on pe¬ 
destrian and vehicle use. 

“Most lighting companies offer dif¬ 
ferent levels in their lights. 

“Personally I would have liked to 
see an appraisal of solar powered 
street lights for parts of the county.” 

The Greens say that the topic of 
blue-rich LED street lighting is also to 
be raised at national level at the next 
party conference. 

Dr George Dobre, senior lecturer in 
applied optics at the University of 
Kent, explained precisely the nature 
of the threat and its impact on our 
eyes. 

“LEDs generate light first in a sub¬ 
strate that produces a narrow range 
of colours, often blue, due to its higher 
energy,” he said. 

“To turn this light from blue to 
white, the substrate is surrounded in 
layers of yellow phosphor but these 
are subject to deterioration and de¬ 
cay, so light that had a white appear¬ 



ance at the time of manufacture may 
turn a shade of blue over a period of a 
few years. 

“LEDs are highly concentrated 
point-like sources so the degree of dis¬ 
comfort is greater when viewed 
directly. 

“Photochemical damage in the ret¬ 
ina is due to cellular oxidative stress 
from blue light which increases with 
exposure duration. 

“Even low intensity exposures, if 
they are repeated, for example star¬ 
ing into very bright LEDs are likely to 
increase this risk, although it is not 
yet possible to state with a high de¬ 
gree of confidence that the accumula¬ 
tion of exposure to blue light increas¬ 
es the risk of macular degeneration. 

“The human eye has a mechanism 
for filtering out blue light that is built 
into the lens. 

“However, certain groups such as 
children and people who have had 
cataract operation are not able to fil¬ 
ter out the blue light as efficiently so 
are at higher risk.” 

Despite the growing criticism, KCC 
has stood firm and insisted that 
4000K is a suitable temperature for 
the job. 

A spokesman said: “We have 


around 118,000 street lights and 
25,000 lit signs and bollards and 
keeping them on costs over £9m a 
year - a cost that keeps rising. 

“Last year it was agreed to return 
the county to all night lighting after a 
public consultation which was only 
achievable with this project. 

“We developed a specification that 
ensured it remained affordable - with 
a 65 per cent saving in energy costs. 

“We specified a neutral white CCT 
of 4000k following involvement of 
qualified lighting professionals. 

“Public Health England recently 
produced a report into lighting and 
its effects. 

“It concluded that the science was 
not yet mature enough and they can¬ 
not state a maximum CCT threshold 
that should not be exceeded for local 
authority street lighting.” 

The council’s £40m project is being 


partly funded by a £22m loan from 
Salix, a government organisation, 
funded by the Department of Energy 
and Climate Change, which provides 
interest-free loans to the public 
sector. 

When calculating the savings, KCC 
claims the work will pay for itself 
within eight years. 

Of the 3,700 responses to the con¬ 
sultation, 63 per cent said they pre¬ 
ferred the county’s streets to be lit 
throughout the night, while the re¬ 
maining 37 per cent said they pre¬ 
ferred part-night lighting at the cur¬ 
rent level. 

■ WHAT do you think? Is it a con¬ 
cern, or are you just grateful the 
lights will be coming back on? Join 
the debate and share your views. 
Write to The Editor, KoS, Kent House, 
81 Station Road, Ashford, TN23 1PP, 
or email editorial@kosmedia.co.uk. 


WHEN WILL LIGHTS CHANGE FOR YOU? 


ACCORDING to Kent County 
Council, the process of switching 
over all the county’s residential 
street lights will take around 14 
months. 

Once that is complete, main 
routes and town centres will be 
next. 

To achieve this, the county 
council will deploy up to 18 work 
crews working across three 
districts at the same time. 

You’ll know when work is 
arriving in your area when yellow 


advance warning notice signs start 
appearing on lampposts in your 
road about a week before work 
starts. 

In most cases, KCC warns, you 
won’t have to move your car, but it 
says it will be “helpful” if you avoid 
parking under a street light to 
make access to the light easier and 
speed up the LED conversion 
work. 

On roads where vehicles do 
need to be moved, there will be 
signs posted in advance. 


Work has already got under way 
in Ashford, Shepway and Dover, 
with work set to be completed 
within the coming weeks. 

Then it will be the turn of 
Gravesham, Dartford and Seven- 
oaks, starting this month. 

In September, it will be the turn 
of Maidstone, Tunbridge Wells and 
Tonbridge & Mailing, and finally 
Thanet, Canterbury and Swale 
starting in November. 

It means all work should be 
completed by May 2017. 
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Established 1981 



Over 60,000 customers! 


Limited 



Our Sale Now On! 

Kent’s leading double glazing manufacturer 


Introducing the... 

Supa Diamond 

A rated, ANY size, ANY number 
of openers, White UPVC 


WINDOWS 

£1,512^ 

WINDOWS 


Conservatories 
& Orangeries 



Celebrating over 34 years of 

beautiful windows...Guaranteed 
0% Finance representative available 
upon request subject to status 


Don’t just 
glaze it, 


WINDOWS 

£2,268 

WINDOWS 


Convert your 
conservatory into 
a usable all year 
round sun-porch with 

the SupaLite 1 


4 WINDOWS 

£1,891 ;SS flT 

5 WINDOWS 

£2,364;S? AT 

6 WINDOWS 
£2,836;SS AT 

7 WINDOWS 

£3,309-«> flT 

All inclusive of fitting, survey, guarantee & includes 
Pilkington Energikare saving glass. Did you know triple glazing 
only saves an extra 0.5% on average which is about £3 per year. 

The choice is yours! 


£100 off 


on production 
of this advert* 


Hurry! 

Offers end 
2nd 

v August, 


5 Chamber Profile 
Pilkington Optiwhite™ (outer pane) 
Argon gas filling with warm edge spacer 
Pilkington K Glass™ OW (inner pane) 

A Rated Windows 


Energy Window 

rvc V 

i 

hr'vrtmft 

BBr» 

<s 

■■■> 


mmmm* 




Knight Road, Strood (opposite Morrisons) 

01634294696 


as heard on heart 


FENSA 


Open 6 days a week 
Monday - Saturday 9am - 5pm 


REGISTERED COMPANY 




Profile: BS7950 BS7413 

Door Lock: BS3621 
Toughened Glass: 

BSEN12150-1 


Factory awarded British Safety Council Safety Award: Every Year Since 1984 


2 Roman Square, Sittingbourne 
13 Lowfield Street, Dartford 

20 Hight Street, Rochester (next to the Victoria & Bull Hotel) 


01795 422 877 Head office and factories at Deacon Trading Centre, Knight Road, Strood. 

01634 826 238 f www.supaglazing.eom i 


I Follow 
us on 
Twitter 


*1 per order. Terms and conditions apply. Licenced credit brokers, written details available on request. E&OE. 60506 
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Will, Estate or Power 
of Attorney dispute? 


Do you have a dispute regarding how a 
Estate or Power of Attorney has 
been handled? 


Whitehead Monckton has considerable 
experience in helping clients to resolve these 
difficult disagreements and in many cases 
achieving excellent financial results. 

We can offer a ‘NO WIN - NO FEE’ 
service for Will, Estate and Power of 
Attorney disputes. 

Call us today on 

01622 698031 

for an initial no obligation consultation by phone. 

E-mail enquiries@whitehead-monckton.co.uk 


www.whitehead-monckton.co.uk 


Whitehead Monckton Limited (no. 08366029), registered in England & Wales. Registered 
office 72 King Street, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 1BL. Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors 
Regulation Authority under no. 608279. 



At dawning of a 
new era, the MP 
who could be 
rising to the top 

She helped launch iTunes and was part of David 
Cameron’s leadership campaign before finally 
sweeping to Westminster in style last year. We 
meet Helen Whately in the middle of what has 
been another incredible week in British politics 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


A T AROUND 2.30pm on Monday 
afternoon, the weather around 
the Palace of Westminster is do¬ 
ing its very best to dampen the 
mood in yet another day of fre¬ 
netic activity within. 

The streets are thronged with tourists - 
most oblivious to the events unfolding - many 
sheltering from the rain as they gaze up at the 
Elizabeth Tower and the majesty of the chim¬ 
ing Big Ben bell within. 

On a day like this it is hard not to feel giddy at 
the political excitement occurring right here. 
Andrea Leadsom’s shock decision to quit has left 
Theresa May the inevitably next prime minister. 

By the time the interview I am here to con¬ 
duct is over, David Cameron will have walked 
out of No 10 Downing Street, just around the 
corner, and announced he’ll be gone by 
Wednesday evening. All this just 18 days since 
the EU referendum took place and turned the 
political world upside down. 

It’s rather too easy to see how people get ad¬ 
dicted to this place. As I’m led to a meeting 
room within the magnificent palace - it’s all 
wood panels, tapestries and oil paintings en 
route - you have a very real sense of history 
and the power that resides here. 

Not that it seems to intimidate Helen Whate¬ 


ly. Elected last year - bringing to an end an 
eight year bid to reach the House of Commons 
- the Conservative candidate romped to a 
comfortably victory in the Faversham and Mid 
Kent constituency. Formerly held by Hugh 
Robertson, she polled comfortably over 50 per 
cent of the vote in May 2015’s general election. 
A fraction less than the previous Tory majori¬ 
ty, but comfortably seeing off a rise from young 
whippersnappers Ukip. 

It is, perhaps, inevitable that in this, of all 
weeks, we find ourselves discussing women in 
politics. 

“I think the view women have to outper¬ 
form men is shifting,” she says. “I felt that in 
2007 [when she was selected to stand as the 
Conservative candidate in the 2010 election in 
the Kingston and Surbiton seat in Surrey but 
lost] and more recently over how you’re to 
manage your children and the job. You can’t 
be asked that formally as part of the selection 
process, but you are asked that informally.” 

Andrea Leadsom’s brave /misjudged com¬ 
ments (delete as to taste) last weekend suggest¬ 
ing being a mother gives you more of a stake in 
the future, not only cost her any chance of im¬ 
pressing the party faithful in a leadership vote, 
but also catapulted the whole issue of mothers 
in politics back into the spotlight. 

“I was asked about how I juggle my children 
with being MP just last Friday when I was 
hosting an event with Jacob Rees-Mogg in the 
constituency,” the mother-of-three says. 



AMBITION: Mrs Whately with Maidstone MP Helen Grant 
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VISIT: With David Cameron during his recent 
visit to Faversham during the referendum fight 

“Now, he has five children - some of who are 
younger, some are older, than mine. But no-one 
was asking him that question. 

“So there is a frustration. People still ask the 
women that and not the men. Its frustrating on 
one hand, but human on the other. 

“My husband and I spend roughly equal time 
with the children - I do the mornings, he does 
the evenings. Often its people from an older gen¬ 
eration who don’t realise how modern parents 
organise their lives.” 

Mrs Whately is certainly no stranger to jug¬ 
gling the demands of children and high-powered 
roles, having previous worked at the likes of 
PricewaterhouseCoopers and AOL Time Warner. 

She and husband Marcus - founder and co- 
CEO of Estover Energy, which develops sustain¬ 
able power and infrastructure projects - split 
their time between homes in London and Kent. 


Monday to Thursday it’s in the big smoke, the 
rest of the week in the constituency. 

For their children - two girls and a boy aged 
four, five and seven - switching destinations is 
“all part of life’s adventure at this age” but she ac¬ 
knowledges as they get older that may change. 

Discussing the role of women in politics to an 
elected MP in an era where we have a woman 
prime minister and potentially future female 
leader of the opposition and, for that matter, 
president of the United States, does all rather 
feel a little patronising. But it is perhaps a sign of 
how quickly things have come on. 

“In 2005 I was looking around at how I could 
get selected as a candidate and there was a mo¬ 
ment when I thought ‘how do I do this’ and 
that’s when I was lucky to meet Ann Jenkin 
[now Baroness Jenkin] - who around that time 
founded Women 2 Win,” the MP explains. 

Set up to help get more Conservative women 
MPs, it was co-founded by a certain Theresa May. 

Adds Mrs Whately: “It supported you. It ex¬ 
plained the practicalities, the selection process 
and there’s informal support and mentoring. 
But also she helped develop a network of women 
who would be there for each other. It helped a 
great deal.” 

Born on June 23, 1976, she turned 40 on EU 
referendum day - she voted Remain - she grew 
up suckled on the teat of healthcare. 

Her father was a surgeon and her mother a 
doctor. She says neither were overtly political 
but that the key issues of the day were a regular 
topic of discussion (“my father liked a debate 
over Sunday roast; that was part of my child¬ 
hood,” she admits). 

They also both refused to reveal how they 
voted; believing that a revelation only between 
them and the ballot box. 

But it installed in the young MP-to-be a pow¬ 
erful view towards healthcare provision. 

“I grew up with conversations about the NHS 
and what worked and didn’t work,” she ex¬ 
plained. “I did work experience in various hos¬ 
pitals - had a summer job in one - and could see 
how it operated for myself. 


JUST WHO MAY EMERGE UNDER NEW PM? 


A LITTLE over a week ago, 
Andrea Leadsom was all set 
to embark on a nine-week 
campaign in her bid to woo 
the party faithful. 

She may have been the 
underdog, but the woman 
who grew up in Kent and 
attended Tonbridge 
Grammar School, was seen 
as a viable alternative to rival 
Theresa May 

By Monday morning, 
however, after a torrid 
weekend, her leadership bid 
was in tatters. 

Her interview with The 
Times which appeared last 
weekend, effectively torpe¬ 
doed any hope she had as a 
campaign, many suggested 
fuelled and fanned by 
supporters of Mrs May, kept 
her under intense pressure. 

On Monday morning, just 
moments after Mrs May had 
launched her campaign for 
leader, her one and only rival 
withdrew. A little over 48 
hours later and Mrs May was 
taking the keys to 10 
Downing Street as the new 
prime minister. 

That cliche about the 
passing of time and politics 
was trotted out by anyone 
and everyone. 



And how true it was. 

To cap Mrs Leadsom’s 
rollercoaster of a week, the 
former energy secretary did 
at least get to visit Number 
10 after she was handed the 
role of environment secre¬ 
tary by Mrs May. 

So what does Mrs May’s 
arrival as prime minister 
mean for the county? 

Unsurprisingly - who 
publicly criticises your new 
boss after all? - Kent’s MPs 
were quick to back the new 
prime minister. 

Canterbury Tory Julian 
Brazier, who had supported 
Mrs Leadsom, said: “I am 
sad Andrea Leadsom chose 
to withdraw. But I understand 
her reasons and thought she 



showed great dignity and 
selfless commitment to our 
country in doing so. 

“Theresa May was an 
excellent home secretary 
and I’m sure she will be an 
excellent prime minister. She 
has the experience, the 
character, and the track 
record to lead this country 
through the challenging 
period ahead.” 

Chatham & Aylesford MP 
Tracey Crouch, who is on 
maternity leave in her role of 
sport and heritage minister, 
appears to have remained in 
her role. For now, at least. 

For full details of how our 
MPs fared in the reshuffle of 
ministerial roles, see the 
news story on page 5. 


“The reason I didn’t go into medicine as a ca- was fascinated with politics from an early age. 

reer was that I wanted to improve the NHS.” “When I was at school I did a couple of months 

Brought up in the leafy surrounds of Surrey, she Continued on page 16 


BDL GAS SERVICES 

^3 01634 232048 -4 

9 High Street, Rainham, Kent, ME8 7HX www.bdlgasservices.co.uk 


A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS ESTABLISHED 
IN RAINHAM FOR OVER 16YRS 

ALL YOUR GAS APPLIANCE NEEDS UNDER ONE ROOF 

Supply, Install and service Boilers & Central Heating systems 
Fires Gas & Electric • Water heaters • Wall heaters • Cookers Gas & Electric 



Free surveys for installation • Landlord certificates • Natural Gas & LPG 
Huge range of high efficiency fires made in the UK with a 5yr warranty 
All engineers Gas Safe registered • Medway Fair Trader member 

Supply and install Wood, Marble & Stone 
Fireplaces fully bespoke if required 



guy hOl I Gw dy 

Public con su Uatlon za I & 

Members of the local community are 
invited to a series of consultation events 
to discuss our initial proposals for The 
Old Archives, Royal Engineers Road, 
Maidstone. 

Come and see our initial proposal for 
this site at one of the events below. The 
project team will be on hand to answer 
any questions you may have, and we 
would love to hear your opinions on our 
aspirations for this site. 

The events will take place on: 

WEDNESDAY 20TH JULY SATURDAY 23RD JULY 

Maidstone Community centre Fremlin Walk, Maidstone 

2pm - 6pm 10am * Spm 


For more infromction please contact 0203176 4161 
or email 
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DRIVEN: Helen Whately was only elected to Westminster last May 


Continued from page 15 

as an intern in a Conservative research depart¬ 
ment,” she explains. “I had tried to get experi¬ 
ence in an MP’s office but was told I couldn’t do 
that. I think my parents were just pleased I was 
doing something, to be honest.” 

She attending Oxford University - initially 
studying human sciences before switching to 
politics, philosophy and economics. 

“I’ve always been interested in political phi¬ 
losophy - communism versus capitalism. I read 
quite widely. I enjoy understanding how political 
systems and theories influence the reality of fife.” 

Keen to get a good grounding in business (“I 
remembered people saying in my teens, ‘oh the 
NHS is so inefficient, if only it could be run more 
like a company’. Well I thought I’d go and do 
that. So I went into the private sector”) she went 
to business giants PricewaterhouseCoopers 
(PwC) before moving to AOL Time Warner. 

“I went there doing telecoms knowing I want¬ 
ed to improve the NHS but wanted experience 
outside the NHS I could bring to it. 

“AOL Time Warner was very exciting at the 
time and I was offered a really interesting job 
negotiating deals across Europe.” 

Responsible for its content on demand busi¬ 
ness, she helped launch the first UK movie 
streaming service, LoveFilm and iTunes. 

“But there came a moment when I could see 
that business was becoming much more about 
the game side. And I’m not a great fan of video 
games. I think they’re addictive and steal time. 

“So I paused, left AOL and spent about six 
months doing media policy work for the shadow 
secretary of state for culture media and sport 
when the Conservatives were in opposition. So 
that gave me a period of months in Westminster 
to understand how things work and how I 
might become a MP.” 

A key ‘trigger’ to accelerate her political am¬ 
bitions came when a family member also be¬ 
came “quite seriously affected” prompting a de¬ 
sire to improve mental health care. A situation 
which remains on-going, but she remains coy 
as to the detail. 


And here we are now. One year in, and with a 
seat safe enough for her to feel confident of her 
Westminster future. 

She’s certainly got the drive and ambition of 


someone with an eye on promotion. She’s very 
careful about what she says and how she phras¬ 
es things (perhaps understandably after Mrs 
Leadsom’s avalanche of criticism last weekend) 


GROW: Farming is a major issue in county 

and after an hour in her company the feeling is 
very much of only encountering ‘the profession¬ 
al’ rather than the person. But perhaps that is 
the new way forward. 

After all, it hasn’t done a certain Theresa May 
much harm has it? So what of her new leader? 

“The important thing for the leader is that it 
should be the right person at the time. Someone 
who can offer leadership in what is going to be 
quite turbulent times. 

“Theresa May is the right person. I’ve been 
backing her. I’m very sad to see David Cameron 
stand down. I was involved in his leadership bid 
in 2005. But now we should look forward to a 
bright future.” 



Stonecraft 

Paving Centre 


“Beautiful Gardens 
Set in Stone ” 



Driveway 
Pavers £110 
per pack inc. VAT. 

All Colours . 


The Largest Indoor 
Showroom in Kent! 


10% off 


*»=,*• 0UR 

patio packs 


Buy Direct from the manufacturer 

Most of our centres have beautiful landscaped gardens designed to 
inspire you. Stonecraft Paving can offer you everything you need to 
create your ideal patio or driveway. We offer quality products with 
huge savings. Visit our centres and compare our prices with 
other leading outlets. 

Medway City Estate, Whitewall Road, Strood, Kent ME2 4EW 
Tel: 01634 724667 Fax: 01634 729907 www.stonecraftpaving.co.uk 



The Fireplace 

A Family Run Business 

Wood and Multi Fuel Stoves 
Stove Package Deals Available 
Marble, Wood and Stone 
Fire Surrounds 
Bespoke Service Available 
Gas and Electric Fires 
Chimney Lining 
Full Installation Service 



6 THE 
FIREPLACE 


Visit Our Showroom 

2 Castle Court, Castle Road, Eurolink Industrial 
Estate, Sittingbourne, Kent ME 10 3TD 
Tel/Fax: 01795 599234 
www.the-fireplace.net 

Opening Times: Monday - Friday 9.30-4, Saturday 10-4 
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Indoor 
two lane 
bowling. 
Coming 
soon. 


Set within the heart of Kent’s beautiful unspoilt 
countryside, Pilgrim’s Retreat is the prefect setting 
for idyllic and relaxing lifestyle. 

We offer private residential and leisure homes, exclusively 
for the over 50’s. You can swim in our indoor heated 
swimming pool, or work out in our community gym. Meet 
up with friends in our clubhouse or coffee shop, even 
go for a relaxing stroll within the 30 acres of beautiful 
woodlands. The possibilities are endless. You can even 
bring your pets! After all they are part of the family. 


Convenience 
store 
Now open 



We offer Part Exchange 
No Solicitors Fees 
No Stamp Duty and 
No Estate Agents Fees 

Show homes open daily. 
No appointment required. 

6 A beautiful and tranquil 
place to live’ 



Pilgrims Retreat, Hogbarn Lane, Harrietsham, Kent ME17 1NZ 

we are 1 hr from central London, 30 mins from the M25 J3 and 10 mins from the M20. 

Tel: 01622 859648 www.pilgrimsretreat.com Email: info@pilgrimsretreat.com 
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IAN PENNICK 


KITCHENS, BATHROOMS & BEDROOMS 



Whatever your budget, we can provide the perfect kitchen, bedroom or 
bathroom without compromising on quality. Pop into our showroom, no 
appointment needed, and parking right outside the door! 

NOW SUPPLYING & FITTING 
AMTICO FLOORING 




STUDIO ADJACENT TO CANTERBURY GARDEN CENTRE 
CANTERBURY ROAD, HERNE COMMON, KENT CT6 7LJ 



CALL 01227 283850 FOR FREE ADVICE 6 DAYS A WEEK, MON-SAT WWW.IANPENNICK.CO.UK 
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RENTAL : The stately home is one of the county’s finest homes. Julian, Lord FitzWalter is the current beneficiary of the trust which owns it, pictured right with his wife 

The stately home which could 
now be your next holiday house 

Chris Britcher pays a visit to meet Lord FitzWalter to discuss Goodnestone Park’s transformation 


F OR anyone who was a fan of 
Downton Abbey, the dilem¬ 
ma facing stately homes and 
the families which have long 
handed the property down 
through the generations will come as 
no surprise. 

As society changed as the 20th 
century dawned, so a shift in focus 
and attitudes ushered in a period 
which would see the vast majority 
suffer a variety a fates. 

As costs soared, many were sold off - 
historic seats of residence ending after 
hundreds of years. Others took a more 
modern approach and decided that rath¬ 
er than cut their losses and run, they 
would borrow, invest and make their 
former homes into viable businesses. 

Enter Goodnestone Park, a mag¬ 
nificent Queen Anne residency which 
sits amid the rolling hills of one of 
Kent’s most beautiful and unspoilt 
areas of countryside - at the midway 
point between Dover and Canterbury. 



BEAUTY: The stunning gardens at 
Goodnestone Park 


And after the family who had lived 
in it, in various direct guises since 
1704, decided it needed to generate 
its own income to warrant its future, 
three years ago they started a major 
renovation to turn it from a tired old 
stately pile into a holiday let of quite 
enormous proportions. 

Its 12 bedrooms - capable of sleep¬ 
ing 24 - are, in the main, vast and 
imposing, its living rooms expansive, 
beautiful furbished and reeking of su¬ 
perior living. 

Not that it comes cheap. If you’re 
after a two-night stay over a weekend 
next month, you will need a cool 
£4,000. But for that you do get to live 
out your Downton fantasies, with ex¬ 
clusive full run of the house. For those 
for whom that sounds like loose 
change, well if you speak nicely to the 
Canterbury-based agents dealing 
with the lettings, they’ll allow you to 
add on whatever cash-heavy extras 
you like. Want top chefs from Folke¬ 
stone’s Rocksalt restaurant cooking 
you breakfast? Space for a helicopter 
to land? Well they’ll sort it for you. 

But there are some mixed emotions 
for the current Lord FitzWalter. Oversee¬ 
ing the management of the estate, the 
decision was not an easy one to make. 

His parents had worked tirelessly, 
after the property had been requisi¬ 
tioned during the Second World War 
by the Army as a base for tanks and 
soldiers in the event of a German in¬ 
vasion and after it was a make-shift 
prisoner of war camp, to restore it to 
something of its former glory. 

His father, Brook, the 21st Lord Fit¬ 
zWalter, was a well known figure in 
the county. A popular president of the 
Kent branch of the Country Land- 
owners’ Association, a magistrate 


and a governor of plush King’s School 
in nearby Canterbury 

His mother was Margaret Deedes - 
youngest sister of former Fleet Street 
editor and Tory cabinet member Bill 
Deedes, both had grown up in Salt- 
wood Castle, near Hythe - and she 
spent her energies transforming the 
house following the extensive dam¬ 
age caused by the war, when the fam¬ 
ily returned to it in 1955 with their 
three young sons - the eldest of 
which, Julian, is now the current lord 
of the proverbial manor. 

“Officers lived in the house during 
the war,” Lord FitzWalter, 64, ex¬ 
plained to KoS, “with other members of 
the Army in Nissan huts all around. 
There was lots of damage done, lots of 
changes made to walls, gates taken 
down and sold for the war effort. The 
whole place was littered with armed 
vehicles and tanks in preparation of 
protecting us from a potential invasion. 


HEAD up the wooden staircase 
and onto the expansive landing, 
and within a door leading off it 
lurks a room which literary fans 
will clamour to experience. 

The bookshelves are lined with 
early editions of classic works - in¬ 
cluding those by Jane Austen, an 
author who spent much time at the 
property and, legend has it, may 
have used her experience here to 
influence surely her greatest work. 

The author would often visit 
Goodnestone Park to visit her elder 
brother Edward Austen who had 
married into the estate’s family 


“So my parents had to cope with 
that. The house and gardens were 
unrecognisable after the war. Four 
years after they moved back in there 
was a major fire in the top floor which 
gutted the roof and the top floor had 
to be rebuilt. 

“So during the 1960s they were 
busy . It was a major mission that my 
mum took on - she in particular as 
the driving force. 

“She saw it as somewhere that 
needed restoring and that was what 
she needed to do.” 

Lady FitzWalter lived in the house 
until 2012. But as costs soared and 
the building needed extensive im¬ 
provement, the decision was taken to 
borrow money and turn it into a fully 
fledged business. Lady FitzWalter 
agreed with the plans but was not 
able to see it through to completion, 
having passed away last year. 

“It’s almost impossible these days 


through Elizabeth Bridges - a 
family which remained in the 
house from 1704 to the late 1900s. 

She attended dances and parties 
at the estate and in letters written to 
her sister Cassandra, declared her 
love of “the very great pleasure in 
going over the house and 
grounds”. 

She attended the double 
wedding of her brother to Eliza¬ 
beth and that of Elizabeth’s 
youngest sister Sophia Bridges to 
William Deedes. 

Shortly after her stay in 1796, she 
began writing Pride and Prejudice. 


unless you’re earning megabucks in 
the city, to manage this - as my parents 
did as a house and live here - is almost 
an impossibility now,” says Lord Fit¬ 
zWalter. “The costs are so high. You get 
no help maintaining the property - so 
you’re entirely dependent on your own 
private income. It would have been im¬ 
possible to put this back without doing 
what we’ve done. Now we can ensure a 
good stream of income is coming in 
that will pay back the money we have 
borrowed to do this.” 

He still lives on the estate, which 
sprawls for 1,500 at Goodnestone and 
another 500 in Aylesham, in a farm¬ 
house about a mile away with his 
own family. 

The house, today, is magnificent 
and there are plans to open it, for lim¬ 
ited periods, to the public next year, 
so they too can get to experience a 
slice of living more familiar to fans of 
that ITV period drama. 


Many suspect the weddings 
inspired the double marriage in 
the book of Elizabeth Bennet to Mr 
Darcy and Jane Bennet to Mr 
Bingly. 

Her brother’s first born, daughter 
Fanny, was said to the Jane Austen’s 
favourite relative and the pair 
corresponded - some also 
suggesting she was the inspiration 
for Fanny Price in Mansfield Park. 

Fanny Fowler collected early 
editions and many of her collection, 
which includes letters between her 
and Jane Austen, are now kept in 
the upstairs room of the house. 


A REGULAR RETREAT FOR JANE AUSTEN 
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Crowds on rise as 80,000 
flock to the county show 

Organisers delighted as gloomy weather on Sunday fails to dampen 
the mood after sun-soaked Saturday sent thousands home happy... 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


MORRIS: Dancers were on the right foot for displays. All pictures : ANDY ARCHER 

Show manager Lucy Hegarty from the amount of cars in the line ticket sales, members, ex- 
said: “We knew that it was going car parks. hibitors, competitors, onsite 

to be a great attendance number “Once the gate numbers, on- services and volunteer tickets 


O RGANISERS of last 
weekend’s Kent 
County Show have 
hailed it a success 
after more than 
80,000 people attended the 
three-day extravaganza. 
Staged at its traditional 
home at the Kent Show- 
ground in Detling, even 
clouds, drizzle and an 
afternoon of sport 
which included Andy 
Murray’s Wimble¬ 
don final and 
Formula One’s 
British 
Grand Prix, 
did not de¬ 
ter the 
crowds or 
dampen 
the en- 
thusi- 



FOLKESTONE 


SATURDAY 30th JULY 
7.30 pm 

For ticket prices & to book please call 

Box Office: 0844 871 3015* 

Website: www.atgtickets.com/folkestone * 


www.the-searchers.co.uk 
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OINK: Pig racing proved a hit with the crowds 



VARIETY: There was everything from fruit to steam engines and a visit by an EU commissioner too 


had been tallied we were able to con¬ 
firm the increased footfall. 

“The increased livestock entries, 
good show weather, wonderful dis¬ 


plays and demonstrations gave this 
year’s show a really vibrant atmos¬ 
phere and we were also delighted to 
report, in spite of increased numbers, 


no problems with the traffic flow and 
car parking.” 

Organisers also revealed signifi¬ 
cant traffic via digital and social me¬ 


dia preceding and during the show, 
with web traffic reaching quarter of a 
million page views in the month lead¬ 
ing up to the event. 


The event itself was its normal 
sprawling self, offering visitors every- 

Continued on page 22 


GIRUNGS’ 

MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE 
HELPDESK 

Call us on 0845 2221 999 

or Text “compensation” to 88802 
For a FREE, no obligation chat about your claim for 
negligent medical treatment 



www.girlingpersonalinjury.co.uk 

KENT no win no fee specialists 


Fantastic Coach 
Holiday Offer: 

Paignton 4 days £169 

It’s true. Now you can enjoy a 
wonderful break in Paignton for a very 
special price this September... 

There are no ‘catches’ - just a great 
deal - even the lovely days out are free - 
here’s the full details... 

Day 1: You’ll arrive at your hotel late afternoon 
to a warm welcome and refreshments. 

Day 2: A full day out today as we head west - 
leaving Devon behind as we cross the River 
Tamar into Cornwall and visit two beautiful 
coastal villages. Polperro and Looe 

Day 3: A trip to the picturesque fishing Port of Brixham. We return to Paignton this 
afternoon so you can spend some time in your resort. 

Day 4: We leave for home after a last, hearty ‘Torbay Court’ 

Torbay Court Hotel, Paignton 

Just a few minutes walk from the Seafront in a quiet cul-de-sac 
next to a pleasant public garden. Also within easy reach of 
Paignton Zoo. Major refurbishment now complete. Regular 
evening entertainment. 56 ensuite guest rooms. Lift to all 
floors. 

Departs: Friday 16th September £16 9 

Price includes: 3 nights accommodation with 3-course dinner 

and full choice breakfast plus all coach travel trips out as shown. Price pp based on 2 sharing. 

Single Supp £19 

Call to book or book online: GBTOURS @ 0151 652 2222 www.gbtours.com 

32 years of great-value coach trips. ABTOT Bonded 5076 



breakfast 

Our coach departs: Maidstone, 
Sittingbourne, Chatham, Rochester, 
Gillingham, Gravesend - and then to 
Babbacombe. 

No changing coaches, no endless 
pick-ups. Same coach, same driver 
throughout your holiday - always 
with GBTours. 
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Continued from page 21 

thing from award-winning livestock 
and soft fruits to displays by daredevil 
motorcycling teams and the chance 
to be given a guided tour inside a 
thriving beehive. 

While the familiar refrain of wheth¬ 
er £21 for an adult for exposure to the 
sales message from hundreds of ex¬ 
hibitors is delivering sufficient value 
for money was muttered by a few at¬ 
tendees, the overwhelming feedback 
was positive. 

Families in particular enjoyed the 
opportunity for a day out to see some 
of the finest livestock the county pro¬ 
duces, and enjoy some of its world 
class food and drink. 

Chairman of organ- _ isers the 


WINNERS: 

Livestock enl 
were up this 
year 


Kent County Agricultural Society, 
Kevin Attwood, said: “We are thrilled 
with this year’s show, the show- 
ground looked wonderful, visitors 
were happy and the mostly dry 
weather helped to swell visitor 
numbers. 

“We are slowly increasing attend¬ 
ance year on year which is an indica¬ 
tion that the wider community are 
behind the agricultural and rural 
sector. 

“We also need to thank our spon¬ 
sors, stewards, volunteers and service 
providers, who all work together to 
make sure our visitors have the best 
experience possible. 

“We are grateful that we have such 
a professional and dedicated team.” 

Among the special guests making 
their way to the show was its pa¬ 
tron, the Duke of Kent, who visit¬ 
ed on Friday. Organisers say he 
took a particular interest in the 
livestock and the young farm¬ 
ers who competed over the 
days. 

3 had a busy 
weekend. On Sat¬ 
urday he was ful¬ 
filling his duty as 
president of the 
All England 
Club at Wimble¬ 
don - handing 
out the trophies 
to Serena Wil- 
| liams in the 
' women’s sin¬ 
gles, and then a 
triumphant 
Andy Murray in 
the men’s on 
Sunday. 

Also attending 
was the EU com¬ 



missioner for agriculture and rural 
development, Phil Hogan (as reported 
in last weekend’s KoS). 

His appearance marked the first 
public engagement between the com¬ 
missioner and the British public since 
last month’s Brexit vote. 

Mr Hogan was able to offer clarifi¬ 
cation after the recent events and ad¬ 
dress some of the uncertainties of the 
rural and farming communities. 

The commission¬ 
er, Tim Breitmeyer, 
who is deputy presi¬ 
dent of landowners’s 
group the CLA, and 
National Farmers’ 

Union (NFU) presi¬ 
dent Muerig Ray¬ 
mond, all gave speech¬ 
es while Mr Hogan 
stayed for a Q&A 
session with a 
large group of 
farmers and 
growers. 

Headlining 
the entertain¬ 
ment this year 
were The Bolddog 
Lings FX Motorcy¬ 
cle display team 
whose heart-stop- 
ping display proved to 
be very popular in the 
main ring with full 
grandstands for the 
displays that took 
place twice each day. 

Livestock entries saw 
an increase in 2016. 

Planning for next 
year’s show is already 
under way, with the 
dates for 2017 confirmed for 
July 7-9. 


BIG: Titan the Robot was a huge hit with the crowds 


You dream it, 
we ’lido it... 


Whether you are looking to exchange your vows in 
an intimate civil ceremony or a spectacular reception 
overlooking the golf course, we tailor our Wedding 
Packages to ensure that your special day is relaxing, 
enjoyable & most importantly, in your budget. 


weddings @ southern valley, co .uk 

01474 568 568 

www. southern valley, co .uk 
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By Tim Miles 

tim.miLes@archant.co.uk 


W ITH the stirring 
music playing, 
the patriotic 
flags waving and 
a Spitfire thun¬ 
dering overhead against a stun¬ 
ning sunset backdrop of reds, 
whites and blues - there was only 
one place to be last weekend. 

Leeds Castle hosted its annual 
Classical Concert on Saturday 
night and the thousands of pic¬ 
nic-laden visitors were spoilt by 
both the glorious weather - 
warm but not too hot - and the 
evening’s stunning entertain¬ 
ment. 

The hugely popular concert 
kicked off in fine style with the 
Bromley-based barbershop sing¬ 
ers the Kentones and the popular 
P&O Ferries Choir. 

Then it was time for the sing- 


along swing of the Definitive Rat 
Pack, who provided both humour 
and some Sixties cool - with 
. Frank, Dean and Sammy 
being joined enthusi- 
^ astically for their ren¬ 
ditions by many an 
amateur crooner. 

But the undoubted 
stars of the evening were the Roy¬ 
al Philharmonic Orchestra, con¬ 
ducted by John Rigby, and their 
guest soloists Anthony Flaum 
and Frances McCafferty. 

As the evening built to its cus¬ 
tomary rousing crescendo, the 
sound of popping corks was re¬ 
placed by the roar of cannon and 
the sound of flapping flags. 

With Nessun Dorma, Land of 
Hope and Glory, and Rule Britan¬ 
nia still ringing in our ears, the 
concert drew to a firework illu¬ 
minated finale from the 1812 
Overture. 

A truly glorious evening. 


THUMBS UP: The Union Flag was much in evi¬ 
dence at Leeds Castle’s Classical Concert 



mor^turner 



Don't miss out! More offers in our fireplace showroom 


New revamped fireplace showroom with working electric fire displays 


Third Avenue, Chatham, Kent ME5 OAD 

01634 813813 | sales@morrisandturner.co.uk | morrisandturner.co.uk 


Amazing offers 
in-store on 
electric & gas fires 
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holidays 






Call 

01895 833333 

for bookings 
and information 


Holidays offered by 
GN Holidays 
& Voyages 

Higher Denham, 
Uxbridge UB9 5EL 
ABTA NoY0291 -ATOL9362 

info@gnvoyages.com 

www.gnvoyages.com 

Open 9am to 5.30pm weekdays 
9.30am to 12.30pm 
Saturdays 

Closed Bank Holiday weekends. 


®ABTA 


24 Week ending July 17,2016 


60s Party Breaks 

Stoke Rochford Hall, Lincolnshire 

22 Aug, 2016 - £129pp;16 Oct, 6 Nov & 4 Dec, 2016 - £119pp 
20 Jan, 24 Feb & 31 Mar, 2017 - £129pp • Quote SR-KOS 

Enjoy a 60s-themed party break at Stoke Rochford Hall in the heart of rural 
Lincolnshire near Grantham. This historic mansion is set in 28 acres of landscaped 
parkland with accommodation in the Stable Courtyard and Woodland Lodge 
annexe and entertainment in The Venue, all located in the grounds. With a 60s 
tribute act both nights and a great party atmosphere - for over 40s only - these 
breaks sell out fast. 

INCLUDED: Entertainment • 2 dinners & 2 breakfasts • 2 nights sharing an en-suite 
bedroom with TV & tea/coffee tray • Free Parking 


Join us on our private charter of MPS Princess with great food and service and 
a fun and friendly atmosphere. We start in Amsterdam and have a full day and 
two evenings to explore before sailing to Kinderdijk, which has 19 windmills 
and a landscape straight from a Rembrandt masterpiece before heading for a 
harbour cruise in Rotterdam. Sailing into Belgium, we visit Antwerp - the 
diamond capital, and stunning architecture of Ghent before arriving in Bruges 
with a full day and two evenings to enjoy before returning to the UK. 
INCLUDED: Escorted return rail travel from London St Pancras or Ebbsfleet or 
return flights with luggage from a choice of UK airports - supp't may apply • 7 night 
cruise sharing a twin rear cabin on Main Deck - upgrades available • Beer, wine, & 
soft drinks served at lunch and dinner and from 6pm to midnight at the bar 

• Morning and afternoon coffee/tea • Buffet breakfasts and lunches • Dinner served 
at your table - 4 courses • Late night snacks • Captain's dinner - 5 courses 

• Entertainment • Transfers abroad • Services of our Cruise Director on board 


This fabulous cruise takes in the Rhine and Moselle Rivers, Bingen's wine 
festival and fireworks display, captivating scenery, picturesque towns and 
more. If all of this is not enough, add the 4-star MPS Johannes Brahms, 
providing just 80 guests with a friendly crew, great food, superb service, 
entertainment and spacious en-suite cabins - all with picture windows. With 
visits to Cologne, Andernach, Rudesheim, Bingen, Cochem and Boppard, this is 
a magical voyage that will stay in your memory for years to come. 

INCLUDED: Escorted return rail travel from London St Pancras or Ebbsfleet to 
Belgium and coach to Cologne or return flights with luggage from a choice of UK 
airports to Cologne - supp't may apply • 7-night full board cruise sharing a twin bed, 
main deck rear cabin - upgrades available • Beer, wine by the glass, and soft drinks 
served at lunch and dinner and from 6pm to midnight at the bar • Entertainment 
• Transfers abroad • Services of our Cruise Director on board 


Back to the 60s 

Premium Carry on New Year Party 
Warner Bembridge, Isle of Wight 

Friday, 6 January, 2017 - Quote: NY1-2-K0S 

Join us for a private party that extends the New Year festivities and takes us on a l 
trip down memory lane - for over 40s only - at Warner Bembridge, on the seafront I 
on the Isle of Wight. Our weekend break includes a gala New Year's Eve party, lots of I 
nostalgic fun and Free Drinks every night. We've lined up a super entertainment I 
programme featuring tributes to the Beatles, the Stylistics and Tom Jones plus the I 
ever-popular team pantomime. 

INCLUDED: Free drinks from 6pm to midnight every night - house beers & spirits, wine by I 
the glass, pumped soft drinks & pumped mixers • 3 dinners and 3 breakfasts • Live nightly 
entertainment • 3 nights en-suite chalet - room in main hotel upgrades available • Return 
car ferry & Free Parking 
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Amsterdam to Bruges 
River Cruise 


Escorted Holiday by Rail or Air 

19 September, 2016 • Quote: AB9-KOS 


Bingen Rhine in Flames 
& Moselle River Cruise 


Escorted Holiday by Rail or Air 

31 August, 2016 - Quote RN8-KOS 








































re-enact the cartoon in real life,” he 
said. “There have been mooted dan¬ 
gers, but I think you have to look at it 
in the way you would in real life, if 
somewhere looks unsafe in real life, 
don’t go there in the game, no matter 
what the reward in the game.” 

Nick Summers, from technology 


site Engadget, said the exploration 
aspect of the game should be 
praised, but should also come with a 
warning. 

“It’s a fun, if shallow game that 
encourages people to go outside and ex¬ 
plore their surroundings. In that regard, 
Niantic and The Pokemon Company 


should be commended,” he said. 

“But there are dangers in the real 
world, and as the NSPCC said yester¬ 
day, it’s important that the right safe¬ 
ty features are in place. For younger 
players especially, the usual advice 
applies here - be careful where you go 
and who you talk to.” 


SO JUST WHAT IS POKEMON? 


FOR anyone growing up in the 
mid-1990s, or with children or 
grandchildren at the time, then 
Pokemon, in name at least, will be 
familiar with you. 

The franchise, created in 1995 
as a joint partnership between 
Nintendo and other Japanese com¬ 
panies, started off as a game for 
the Game Boy device. 

A straight forward game, the 
idea was to train fictional crea¬ 
tures, called Pokemon, and do 
battle with one another. A key to 
its success was the harnessing of 
the ability to train your own 
Pokemon and then let them scrap 
it out with a friend’s. 

From the original game were 
spawned a host of spin-offs - from 
more merchandise than any game 
player could ever collect, to 
trading cards, comics, animated 
TV shows, movies and books. 

It is estimated, in total, the 
number of Pokemon games sold 
comfortably exceeds 200 million. 
Total sales exceed of £35 billion. 

And Pokemon Go is set to only 
grow that. 


HIDDEN : Can you spot Pikachu just waiting to be caught? 


Not only is it able to activate the 
huge audience that loved the 
games and spin-offs in the 1990s, 
but also it aims to capture a whole 
new audience. 

While Pokemon Go is free to 
download and play, there are 
plenty of opportunities allowing 
players to buy in-app add-ons to 
enhance the experience. 

And with gamers already 
running into the tens of millions, 
only a small percentage shelling 
out for modest priced bonus 


items will mean big returns. 

More significantly, it will give the 
Pokemon franchise a new lease of 
life and ensure its name continues 
to carry not only considerable 
weight but financial clout too. 

The success of Pokemon Go will 
also restore faith in Nintendo, the 
video game innovator which has 
struggled to engage with the mass 
audience in recent years after 
failing to emulate the success of 
the likes of Sony and Microsoft’s 
latest consoles. 


Pokemon is back and it’s coming 
to a street or landmark near you 

Chris Murphy on why Kent is set to be awash with game players taking to the streets hunting down 
virtual cartoon creatures as part of a phenomenon which is spreading like wildfire around the world 


I F YOU thought the Pokemon 
craze had long since been and 
gone then brace yourself. 

Because the phenomenon is 
back with an almighty bang to 
become one of the biggest mobile 
games of all time. And it means the 
streets of Kent are likely to be 
thronged with young and old players 
alike seeking out collectibles in a 
game which marries together smart¬ 
phones, GPS technology and an in¬ 
teractivity which has taken the world 
by storm. 

Pokemon Go has already become, 
in the space of just a few days, the big¬ 
gest single mobile game in UK history 
- acquiring more users than Twitter 
in a matter of days. 

After just three days on release in 
the US, it had already chalked up 21 
million active users, higher than pre¬ 
vious record-holding apps such as 
Candy Crush Saga or Draw Some¬ 
thing. It’s even more popular than 
dating site Tinder. 

It was released in the UK on 
Thursday and millions are set to sign 
up to play. 

And it has transformed the for¬ 
tunes of struggling creator Nintendo. 
Once a force to be reckoned, its share 
price had slumped after it failed to set 
the world alight with its Wii U 
console. 

But now, with the release of this 
new Pokemon title, company shares 
leapt by around 25 per cent taking its 
value to a more healthy £5.4bn. 

So just what is it? And how is every 
street in Kent set to become a popular 
destination for game players? 

Players use their smartphones, be it 
an iPhone or Android. The game is 
free, and once installed you are ready 
to go. 

Using GPS, and some clever tech, 
players need to scour the area they 
are in to see where the Pokemon - 
odd little virtual, cartoon-like crea¬ 
tures - are waiting to be caught. 

Follow the GPS signal then aim the 
phone’s camera at a specific co-ordi¬ 
nate, and the game will show the real 
world plus the Pokemon character 
super-imposed there. 

It has been hailed as the secret to 
finally getting video game obsessed 
youngsters out of their bedrooms and 
into their local communities. Albeit, 
while still staring at a screen. 

Using the game, players then ‘toss’ 
a virtual Poke ball at the character to 
‘capture’ it and move on to the next. 
Trading is also possible just in case 
you can’t visit every required place. 

Aware it will generally be children 
playing, the developers have stressed 
they won’t ‘hide’ characters in what 
could be dangerous locations. 

The locations can also be specific to 
the geography of the area, so players 
near rivers will tend to find water 
characters. 

It could well lead to a new style of 
‘pester power’ from children urging 
their parents to start driving them 
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RETURN: Pokemon Go is out and you’ll do well to avoid hearing about it over the coming weeks 


around town to find those immedi¬ 
ately local, but other towns and rural 
areas may well be on their agenda 
too. 

Kate Kneale, the Kent-based or¬ 
ganiser of Geek (Gaming Expo East 
Kent), which is set to return to Mar¬ 
gate next year, told us: “When we 
launched Geek in 2012 we dreamt of 
creating a game chasing iconic retro 
game characters around the Old 
Town in Margate. And now it is a 
possibility. 

“We love all games that break 
free of the screen and can’t wait to 
play.” 

It means that even in small towns 
and villages, landmarks can become 
key destinations for game players to 
collect items to help them in their 
hunt for more. 

Churches have already reported a 
rise in the number of youngsters 
gathering outside to grab the virtual 
creatures - prompting some to 
change the signs in their window en¬ 
couraging them to return for Sunday 
service. 

One in Birmingham added the sign 
‘Jesus cares about Pokemon gamers’. 

Many gamers in the county down¬ 
loaded advance versions of the game 
prior to the launch this week and 
were already snapping up the 
creatures. 

Technology expert and founder of 
technology site Pocket-lint Stuart 
Miles said the game’s popularity 
made sense. 

“I think it’s been a huge success be¬ 
cause it’s appealed to the ‘millennial’ 
generation who’ve grown up with 
Pokemon and how have a chance to 
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The furniture experts since 1925 



W PRICE T 

MATCH j 

PROMISE J 



26 Week ending July 17,2016 


We are so confident that our extensive range of furniture represents the very best value for money. That 
in the unlikely event of finding an identical product elsewhere at a lower price we promise to match, or 
better any deal on a like-for-like basis, at the point of order... even internet offers. 
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www. weJJs interiors.co.uk 

Free delivery 

and up to 

3 years 

1 

Wfi&ie quality <£ tewice coat Iwt! 


Wells Bedding & Interiors 

44 High Street, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent TNI 1XF | 01892 535555 

0% APR 
free credit 
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FRENCH 

PROPERTY 

EXHIBITION 


SPONSORED BY 

BLEVINS@FRANKS 

INTERNATIONAL TAX & WEALTH MANAGEMENT 


The largest, most informative 
French property event in the UK 

Olympia Central, London 
16th - 18th September 


■ Browse from thousands of properties for sale throughout all regions of France 

■ Attend the free and informative seminar programme covering all aspects of buying in and moving to France 

■ Get free advice from the legal, financial, tax and currency experts 


Register for FREE TICKETS at www.fpeolympia.com 
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» Email us details of 
your event to: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
Tel: 01233 653476 

* 

Follow us @KOSMedia or 
www.kentnews.co.uk/leisure 


□reams as aamers 




TRIAL : There’s a chance to try on the new VR headsets, but you’ll need to book your place quickly as demand will be high 


Chris Murphy looks ahead to Play Expo at Margate’s Winter Gardens next week 


V IRTUAL reality will be 
a centre stage attrac¬ 
tion at this year’s Play 
Margate gaming event 
this month. 

The video game extravaganza 
runs across next weekend at the 
Winter Gardens offering visitors 
the chance to spend the day 
playing games across various 
platforms and various eras. 

After a successful debut last 
year, the organisers say they are 
doubling up the number of 
consoles and will allow those 
attending the chance to find out 
just what all the fuss over virtual 
reality is about. 

VR uses headsets to immerse the 
gamer in 3D environments in a 
development expected to become a 
multi-million pound success story. 

Unsurprisingly, demand is high. 
When the Play event in Blackpool 


took place, all the slots across the 
weekend were snapped up in seven 
minutes. Expect a similar stam¬ 
pede in Margate. 

Andy Brown from the organisers 
told us: “They are incredibly 
popular, and at this stage I would 
say they are the future of gaming. 

“But we have seen other ideas 
come and go in a flash, and it is 
really down to the developers and 
publishers of games to support this 
new way of playing. 

“If they get behind VR and come 
out with some top notch games, 
then it could be around for a while. 

“One of the leading headsets is 
the Oculus Rift which does need a 
very powerful PC behind it, so it 
will appeal to the real enthusiast 
who is willing to pour money in to 
putting together a very good games 
quality machine. 

“The other from Sony will run 


on their Playstation 4 and that 
may be more appealing to the 
masses. The Oculus is not that 
expensive on its own, but like all 
these things, the more take-up and 
demand, the cheaper it will 
become.” 

He added: “We have a specially 
written VR version of Doom to 
really get the player involved. Plus 
other games running will be Duke 
Dukem VR and Lucky’s Tale.” 

He agreed the industry needs 
some top games that a lot of people 
want to play, and needs them now, 
or it could disappear like 3D TV. 

Mr Brown said: “I hope the 
future of VR is a good one because 
it is so immersive . It really can feel 
like you are in the game - it would 
be terrible if it simply came and 
went. Support is vital from 
developers publishers, and buying 
gamers. They are in their infancy 


at present - imagine what it will be 
like in the near future with further 
development.” 

As for the rest of the Play show in 
Margate, gamers can expect plenty. 

Mr Brown said: “As this is 
Margate we will have plenty of 
traditional cabinet games and 
pinballs to reflect the town’s 
history as a seaside resort.” 

But there will also be some 
Cosplay, tabletop gaming, Mi- 
necraft areas, merchandise, and a 
guest appearance of illustrator 
Duncan Gutteridge who worked on 
artwork for the Sonic the Hedge¬ 
hog games. 

The Play Expo Margate runs 
from July 23 to 24 at the Winter 
Gardens, running from 10am to 
6pm on both days. Day tickets cost 
£15 for adults and £9 for children 
or a weekend pass for £26. For 
details see www.playmargate.com. 
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Warming your world! 


n 


Roper Close, Canterbury CT2 7DQ_ 
01227 457643 
www.heatdesignkent.co.uk 
dthomas@heatdesignkent.co.uk 


30 Week ending July 17,2016 


kent-life.co.uk www.kentnews.co.uk 



















Star Wars' one man show is 
strong in the ways of the Force 


Groups join free festival 

BANDS The Carnabys and 
New Street Adventure have 
been added to the line-up at 
this weekend’s free Dartford 
Festival. They’ll perform on the 
main stage in Central Park over 
the weekend. 




HIT: Charles Ross is heading to Bromley and Folkestone theatres last this year 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


T HERE have been plenty 
of tributes to the origi¬ 
nal Star Wars trilogy 
over the years... but per¬ 
haps none quite as un¬ 
likely as this. 

Because in the space of a little 
over an hour, Charles Ross takes 
his audience through all three of 
the original movies - single-hand¬ 
edly playing all the characters, 
singing all the music, flying the 
ship and fighting the battles. 

This is, after all, the One Man 
Star Wars Trilogy and it’s heading 
our way. 

From a galaxy far, far away, he 
jets in for shows in both Bromley 
and Folkestone to bring a show 
which has already entranced audi¬ 
ences from around the world. 

Written by Ross and directed by 
TJ Dawe, the show has toured the 
world since January 2001 and 
been performed everywhere from 
off-Broadway in New York to the 
West End in London. On route, it 
has taken in the Edinburgh Fringe 
and the Glastonbury Festival as 
well as the Sydney Opera House 
and resorts in Dubai. 


Designed to appeal to both the 
die-hard fan and the casual admir¬ 
er “its suitable for anyone from six- 
years-old to Yoda”, says the adver¬ 
tising, the show is the result of the 
performer’s obsession with the 
movies which captured the imagina¬ 
tion of youngsters around the globe 
when they were original released in 
the late 1970s and early 1980s. 

From the original Star Wars 
through to Empire Strikes Back and 


Return of the Jedi, Ross has even 
been given the blessing of Lucasfilm, 
the company behind the saga. It 
spotted the column inches his pro¬ 
duction was gathering and agreed 
to allow him to continue to use the 
movie’s name in the stage production. 

It did come at a price though - 
35 per cent of gross revenues. But 
Ross has no complaints. 

“Lucasfilm were very nice and 
not in any way confrontational,” 


he explains. “It’s just me on stage. 
There’s no supporting cast, no 
props, not even costumes or a light 
sabre. But it’s more effective with¬ 
out props and, of course, it’s a lot 
more portable which has allowed 
me to keep touring with it all these 
years.” 

It is at Bromley’s Churchill Thea¬ 
tre on September 14 and Folke¬ 
stone’s Leas Cliff Hall on Septem¬ 
ber 21. Tickets are on sale now. 


Steve Davis on the decks 


SNOOKER star Steve Davis will swap his cue 
for turntable decks as he heads to Ramsgate 
Music Hall for a DJ set on September 3. 

Joined by side kick Kavus Torabi, he 
received rave review for his set at the Block 
Weekend electronic festival. 

Tickets, costing £15, are on sale now. 


Euro Stars art exhibition 


A SERIES of paintings of EU 
citizens by British artists comes 
to the University of Kent’s 
School of Music and Fine Art 
(SMFA) at The Historic 
Dockyard Chatham. Open 
daily from July 19 to August 10. 



What a load of rubbish 

MAIDSTONE Museum’s free summer exhibi¬ 
tion started last weekend - celebrating the 
world of upcycling and recycling. 

Treasures from Trash runs until September 
10 and features a selection of personal objects 
such as toys, ornaments and games, each 
crafted from different salvaged materials. 


What’s On 
in Your 
Local Area? 


ANGEL FLEAMARKET 

Angel Centre, Tonbridge TN9 1SF 
8am-lpm EVERY FRIDAY • FREE ADMISSION 
Lots of vintage and retro bargains 
01732 456196 • 07798876857 
email: sue.carmichael@btinternet.com 





• Disney Paris fr. £199 

• Benidorm fr. £394 

• Salou fr. £244 

• Lloret fr. £164 

• Malfirat fr. £144 

• Santa Susanna fr. £144 

• Pineda fr. £149 

• Caleda fr. £144 

• Two in One Offer 
Spain Plus a full day at 
Disneyland Paris 

fr. £243 

PRICES BASED ON A MINIMUM 
OF TWO PEOPLE SHARING. 
SPAIN 6, 7, 10,13,14, & 17 
DAY DURATIONS AVAILABLE. 


COACH HOLIDAYS 

SPAIN 

mmwMS&l I 

COSTA BRAVA 


10 DAYS 
7 NIGHTS 

JULY & AUGUST 
DEPARTURES 

ALL INCLUSIVE 

1314 

PER ADULT 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE COACH 
TRAVEL AND CHANNEL 
CROSSING. 

FOR MORE DETAILS 
PLEASE ENQUIRE 


■ JIHlflll JJi|IJikT!Dili|)iViliH 



GET YOUR FREE BROCHURE TODAY! 


TEL: 01443 844222 SB 


ferriscoachholidays.co.uk 
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Sandwich Showground 


Medieval Fayre 
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Birthday tour for LazyTown 


HIT children’s show LazyTown 
is back, celebrating its tenth 
anniversary with an all-new 
stage show. 

Dates for LazyTown Live on 
Stage include Dartford’s 
Orchard Theatre on August 30. 



Police tribute at brewery 


A STING and The Police tribute band will rock 
Faversham’s Old Brewery Store next Saturday 
July 23. 

The Policed will perform at the venue with 
support provided by Kent rock band The 
Narratones. 

Tickets are £10, doors open at 7pm. 


Fright night at the castle 

IT may still be summer, but 
Hever Castle has unveiled its 
Halloween half term treats. 

Come dressed in your 
scariest costume and enjoy 
ghostly goings-on from 
October 22 - 30. 


Manford stand-up show 

COMEDIAN Jason Manford will be performing 
his stand up show at Canterbury’s Gulbenkian 
Theatre this week. 

The star of countless panel TV shows as well 
as celebrated writer and actor will be perform¬ 
ing on Tuesday, July 19, at 7.30pm. 

Tickets cost £18.50. 





Titanic's legacy sails on 
at stunning exhibition 



By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


A UNIQUE collection of 
artefacts and 
photographs of the 
legendary doomed 
‘unsinkable’ liner 
Titanic is to go on show in the 
county this summer. 

Titanic In Photographs is an 
international exhibition which is 
touring the world - taking in 
venues in the US and South Africa. 
And one of only two venues in the 
UK - and the only one in Kent will 
be at Tunbridge Wells’ Royal 
Victoria Place shopping centre. 

Based on the best-selling book of 
the same name by maritime 
historians Daniel Klistoner and Steve 
Hall, the gallery-style exhibition 
takes the visitor back to relive the 
magic of what was then the world’s 
largest and most luxurious cross- 
Atlantic liner and the excitement 
generated by its launch. 

But it also highlights the 
tragedy that occurred on its debut 
crossing when, in April 1912, it hit 
an iceberg and sunk resulting in 
the death of more than 1,500 
passengers. 


Images include those from 
passengers, the professional 
photographer of the ship’s builders, 
Harland & Wolff, Robert Welch as 
well as press photographers and 
passengers onboard the Carpathia 
- the ship that came to rescue those 
who survived the icy waters. 

Alongside many of the images 
are display cabinets, containing 
over 130 genuine artefacts from 
Titanic and her identical twin 
sister ship, Olympic. Many of 
the items are also captured in 
the photographs from the ship 


prior to tragedy striking. 

Marc Burchett, marketing 
manager of Royal Victoria Place 
said: “I am extremely proud we 
will be bringing this unique 
exhibition to Tunbridge Wells and 
Kent this summer. It will certainly 
provide visitors with something 
different to enjoy and has great 
appeal to all ages. I think the story 
of Titanic has captivated us all and 
this exhibition will not disappoint.” 

Running from July 23 to August 
21, it is free to enter and will be 
open during normal hours. 



ITEMS: On display will be actual 
items on Titanic when it sank 



HISTORY: It will paint an image 
of the rise and fall of the huge liner 
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Star-studded line-up for Canterbury Festival 2016 


Tickets for the annual cultural extravaganza will go on sale soon with a mouthwatering range of talent 


I T is one of the cultural high¬ 
lights of the county’s calendar 
and this year’s line-up looks set 
to dazzle again, as the Canter¬ 
bury Festival unveils details for 
this year’s event. 

Running over three weeks from 
October 15, there will be the normal 
blend of big names and thought-pro¬ 
voking productions and performanc¬ 
es to thrill the crowds. 

Global superstar Gilbert O’Sullivan 
returns to stage, giving his fans a 
chance to hear some of his number 
one hits. Guitarist Milos Karadaglic 
with the English Chamber Orchestra 
Ensemble, en route to the Royal Al¬ 
bert Hall, will perform a programme 
of music spanning the centuries from 
Bach to the Beatles. 


And Olivier award-winning Show- 
stoppers will entertain with their im¬ 
provised all-singing, all-dancing 
production. 

For those who like more involved 
theatre, the ABode Hotel will host The 
Wedding Reception, an opportunity 
to become a guest at one of the most 
hilarious social events of the year. 

Over at the Spiegeltent, which will 
be based at the Kingsmead car park - 
a shift from last year in response to 
calls for it to be closer to the city cen¬ 
tre, Australian circus troop Circa will 
take over for three nights. 

The tent, described as a “1920s 
dance hall” has spent recent years 
positioned at the Spitfire Ground - 
home of Kent County Cricket Club - 
in Old Dover Road. 



VENUE : Marlowe Theatre 


Whether you are a wine lover, a 
keen gardener, a historian or even a 
closet punk, there are plenty of talks 
that you will find fascinating. Oz 
Clake will bring his wine wisdom to 
the table, Gardeners’ World host 
Monty Don will talk horitculture, his¬ 
torians David Starkey, Tracy Borman 
and Kate Williams will span history 
from the Magna Carta through to the 
roaring 1920s, and Wilko Johnson 
will look back at his life in rock. 

Family activities will keep the chil¬ 
dren busy, with subjects including 
Marvellous Medicine, Little Monsters 
and Magic’s Collision with Science. In 
addition, there’s a family friendly cab¬ 
aret show, Variety Soup. 

For adults wishing to get creative, 
there’s the Canterbury Throwdown 


shop, open for the first two weeks of 
the festival, where anyone can try 
their hand at creating a piece of pot¬ 
tery, for free. 

In total, there will be more than 
200 events taking place during the 
festival - many free to enter - with 
previous years pulling in crowds of in 
excess of 60,000 visitors. 

The festival runs from October 15 
to November 5. 

For details of the free and ticketed 
events - plus a full programme of 
events taking place across the cathe¬ 
dral city, visit the festival’s dedicated 
website at www.canterburyfestival. 
co.uk. 

Tickets to the public go on sale on 
August 1. Friends of the festival can 
buy tickets from this Monday, July 18. 


Jah Wobble’s a sell-out 


Abbey’s family fun day 


A summer Dreamland 

MARGATE theme park Dreamland will 
open every day for the summer season 
as of Tuesday, July 19. 

The park, which re-opened last year, has 
dropped the entry price to the park, mean¬ 
ing visitors can now simply pay-to-ride on the 
many attractions - or still buy a wristband to 
allow for unlimited rides. 

The Octopus’ Garden remains closed after 
being damaged by recent heavy rain. 


I JAH Wobble heads into Ramsgate later 
this year celebrating his 40 years in the 
music business. 

Touring with his band The Invaders of the 
Heart, the 57-year-old - real name John 
Wardle - shot to fame in the 1970s as part of 
John Lydon’s Public Image Ltd before a 
successful solo career. The show at the 
acclaimed Ramsgate Music Hall on October 
20 has already sold out. 


KEARSNEY Abbey will be throwing 
open its doors for a free fun-packed 
family day on Monday, July 25. 

The second Kearsney Parks Farm and 
Forest Activity Day runs from 10am to 4pm 
on Monday July 25. 

Activities include farmers’ market stalls, a 
travelling theatre company, a knitting 
workshop, and the chance to meet a local 
farmer and her sheep. 


It’s just a step to the left 

GET your stockings and suspenders 
ready - the Rocky Horror Show is 
returning to Canterbury’s Marlowe Theatre 
next month. 

Starring X Factor finalist Diana Vickers as 
Janet and S Club 7’s Paul Cattermole as 
Eddie - plus The Voice’s Liam Tamne as Dr 
Frank N Furter - the hugely popular show 
runs from August 1 to 6. 

Tickets are on sale now. 





The 


Invicta 


Foundation 


Supporting Our Heroes & Their Families.... Because Freedom Is Never FREE 


Supporting Those Affected By Service 



Welfare 

Housing 

Pensions 

Employment 

Respite 

Training 

Wellbeing 

Come & see us at: 

Kent show stand 213 
War and Peace stand J14 




The Invicta Foundation 1st Floor, Lisle House, 12 Red Lion Yard, Colchester, Essex. COl 1DX. 

Charity No: England & Wales 1143326, Scotland SC043136 
Tel: 01206 617001 Website: www.theinvictaf 0 undati 0 n. 0 r 2 .uk Email: enauiries(S>theinvictafoundation.or 2 .uk 
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Send us your views. 

Write to: Kent House, 

81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP 

Email: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

Twitter: 

@kosmedia 


Consult on plan 
to merge councils 


THE proposal made by the leaders 
of Ashford, Dover, Canterbury, 
Shepway and Thanet councils to 
merge together to form an east 
Kent-wide council is very worrying 
(KoS, last week). 

The new super-council which 
will result from this merger covers 
an area of 642 square miles with a 
population of 642,000 people. 

Just like Kent County Council, 
which we presume the super-coun¬ 
cil will ultimately replace, the 
proposed new council will be very 
big, remote from the people it 
serves, and consequently out of 
touch with the diverse range of 
social and economic issues an area 
of this size will encompass - so it is 
difficult to see what purpose this 
expensive and time-consuming 
change will serve. 

We have seen a report about the 
super-council and were astounded 
to discover it doesn’t include a 
single reference to plans for 
consulting with the people of east 
Kent about how they wish to be 
governed. 

It appears from this document 
this fundamental change to 
democratic processes in east Kent 
will be planned and managed in 
secret meetings between senior 
Conservative and Ukip councillors, 
council bosses and civil servants, 
with little or no engagement with 
the residents of east Kent, their 
community groups, or the 
non-Tory/Ukip political organisa¬ 
tions which represent the views of 
many people in this area. 

Top-down approaches to 
democratic reform, such as this, 
have a habit of becoming expensive 
recipes for disaster which fail to 
inspire public confidence and 
support - just look at the police and 
crime commissioner as an 
example. 

We therefore urge the five 
council leaders to think hard 
about how they plan to consult the 
public on these very important 
proposals. 

Thanet Greens have long argued 
for democratic reform in Kent, 
including the abolition of KCC and 
the devolution of its powers to 
smaller unitary authorities. 

However, we have always argued 
these new authorities should be 
based on mergers of no more than 
two or three existing councils. 

This would prevent the new 
organisations from becoming too 
large, cumbersome and out of 
touch with the people. 

Ian Driver, Derek Heptinstall 
and Tricia Hartley, 
Thanet Greens 


LETTER OF THE WEEK 
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May must focus on 
more than Brexit 


FOR months leading up June 23, 
normal government in this 
country was suspended as 
politicians and public banged on 
about Europe. 

Now, we might have hoped that 
the matter is settled but instead 
the fixation goes on and on. 
Zealots of both faiths continue to 
write the same predictable letters 
to the press. 

This is going to go on for several 
years when there are, by the way, 
some rather other important 
political issues to deal with. 

Whether in the single market or 
not, we desperately need 
economic reform, to balance our 
trade deficit and to increase 
investment in technology and 
skills. Our education and health 
services are groaning under the 
dual oppression of too much 
politics and too little resource. We 
have no idea how we are going to 
tackle the ageing population and 
the need that brings for adequate 
pensions and decent social care. 

Don’t forget the 
parish councils 

HERE we go again. You say in your 
article (KoS, last week), ‘Kent is 
currently ruled by a two tier 
system consisting of KCC on top of 
a dozen smaller district and 
borough councils’. 

But it is not a two tier system. It 
is a three tier system. 

Parish and town councils are the 
bed-rock, the foundation, the grass 
roots of the system and no matter 
what the two tiers above do in 


We have a growing chasm in 
energy policy, with a danger of 
drifting into fracking for want of 
developed alternatives. Our system 
of local government is in jeopardy 
and we are pursuing policies in 
housing that will not meet real 
need but will put an enormous 
strain on infrastructure. 

So, can we please get our heads 
around some of these essential 
issues? I have very limited 
confidence in Mrs May but at least 
she doesn’t fly from responsibility. 

Ukip has had its way and now, as its 
leadership acknowledge, has lost its 
raison d’etre. What these cardinal 
issues really need is a strong 
opposition to offer better alternatives 
but I am afraid my party, which 
ought to be in the vanguard, has 
some ‘little local difficulties’ which I 
hope may be temporary. Meanwhile, 

I fear, government will ossify whilst 
we suffer more “banging on about 
Europe” 

Roger Truelove 

Labour councillor, KCC 

reorganising themselves we are 
still going to be there into the 
future providing our communities 
with the support and guidance that 
makes Kent village life so success¬ 
ful and vibrant. 

There are over 300 local 
councils in the county and there 
are going to be more. Last year 
there were two new local councils 
in the county and this year there 
will be at least two more. What’s 
more, increasingly urban areas are 
looking to create local councils. 

Any devolution outcome is likely 
to offer more responsibilities, more 
involvement in governance to local 


councils than at present. Indeed the 
east Kent district councils and the 
county council have written into 
there consultation documents the 
prospect of increased roles for local 
councils as devolution develops. 

So please offer the full picture to 
your readers. Give proper representa¬ 
tion to the important and continuing 
service to Kent’s communities by 
parish and town councils. 

Ray Evison, 
Chair, Kent Association 
of Local Councils 

Why are mobile 
blood vans cut? 


I’VE reached my 80th blood 
donation unfortunately it is likely 
to be my last due to the blood 
donation service’s decision to 
discontinue the use of bloodmo- 
biles (travelling blood collection 
units) in the area. 

This short-sighted, cost-cutting 
decision will mean many regular 
long-standing donations will be 
lost as the preferred alternative of 
holding larger sessions in public 
venues is not always viable and 
difficult to attract new donors. 

Not that I should worry. Accord¬ 
ing to the letter sent from the 
assistant director of blood donation 
operations and nursing the need for 
blood to treat patients is decreasing. 

I wonder is the decision required 
to keep costs for the NHS as low as 
possible or just the first stage to 
privatisation of the service. 

Ian Gillham, 
Rochester 

We’re not an EU 
free zone just yet 

THE European referendum 
campaign showed many of us just 
how out of touch our politicians, 
civil servants and business leaders 
have become with ordinary people. 

Now it appears that farming 
leaders would like to undermine 
the opportunities in Kent afforded 
by Brexit by negotiating arrange¬ 
ments similar to those currently 
operating (KoS, last week). 

In no sector have Kentish 
interests been undermined as 
much as agriculture, forestry and 
fisheries. It has been destroyed by 
payments to inefficient farmers 
elsewhere in Europe. 

Brexit gives us one-off opportu¬ 
nities to develop high value special¬ 
ist agriculture in Kent, including 
apple and cherry orchards, hop 
growing, soft fruit farming and 
even vineyards. 

Frederic Stansfield, 
Ramsgate 


Please include your name and 
address, although these will be 
withheld in exceptional 
circumstances, and a daytime 
phone number for verification 
(this will not be published). We 
reserve the right to edit all letters. 


KOS 10 GUIDING PRINCIPLES 


AS part of our commitment to providing the 
best service to you, we have produced our 10 
guiding principles 
Kent on Sunday will: 

1) Be available in every postcode in Kent. 

2) Be fair, accurate and balanced. 

3) Be written in clear, concise English. 


4) Not be overly sensational. 

5) Have a sense of humour. 

6) Have an easily understood division 
between news, comment and advertising. 

7) Seek to celebrate as well as constructively 
criticise. 

8) Highlight topical issues of concern to 


people living in the county 

9) Spotlight individual cases which raise 
broader concerns. 

10) Champion causes that it feels are 
important to the well-being of the county and 
its people. 

We hope you enjoy Kent on Sunday. 
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MAKE THE MOST OF 
YOUR COUNTY IN 2016 

with a trial subscription to Kent Life magazine 


Kent Life 


GREAT REASONS 
TO SUBSCRIBE 

Get 6 issues for just £6 by 
Direct Debit and SAVE 70% 
Or £30.15 for 12 issues by card/ 
cheque-SAVING 25% 
Never miss an issue 
FREE UK delivery 
Fascinating features 
The essential guide to 
life in Kent 
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www.subscriptionsave.co.uk/LMM16X1C 


01858 438840 
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open 8am-9.30pm, Mon-Fri and 8am-4pm Saturdays. T&Cs: Savings are based on the cover price and Direct Debit is 
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Summer's Here 

With the long school holidays just around the corner, there’s no better time to start planning 
how to ensure you and your friends and family have a season to long remember... 
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memories... 


S UMMER holidays should 
live on courtesy of creating 
some fabulous memories 
and there is no better place 
to do that than right here 

in Kent. 

Whether its a day out, a weekend 
away, or a staycation, the county is 
bursting with things to see and do to 
suit any budget. 

From the rollercoasters of Mar¬ 
gate’s Dreamland or a punt down the 
river through historic Canterbury; 
from Michelin-starred restaurants to 
award-winning fish and chip bars; 
and from wildlife parks to pick-your- 
own strawberry farms, the county is 
crying out for you to discover all its 
hidden treats. 

Over the next few pages we aim to 


provide you with some starting points 
to begin your voyage of discovery. From 
majestic castles to sporting destina¬ 
tions, glorious gardens to historic dock¬ 
yards, there’s something for everyone. 

But perhaps one of the finest things 
you can enjoy, which will not cost you 
a penny, is simply the county’s land¬ 
scape. From rolling hills to mile upon 
mile of coastlines - ranging from 
sandy beaches to towering cliff tops. 
Simply taking a walk can heighten the 
senses and remind you of just what a 
wonderful place we live in. 

And while you’re out and about, 
don’t forget you can send in your pho¬ 
tographs of the magnificent sites you 
see - we feature some of the best each 
week on our Images of Kent page. See 
page 37 for details. 



THRILLS: Who can resist a visit to Margate’s reimagined Dreamland theme park? 


Rosemary Nurseries 

Manston Road, Margate CT9 4Ll ^ 

Find us between the Spitfire Memorial at Kent Int. Airport and Margate Cemetary./Open 9 - 5 Mon - Sat 10 - 4 Sunday 

NEW STOCK OF SHRUBS AND CLIMBERS 
1/4 Standard Flowering Lilac - 1/2 Standard Photinia and Salix 
Nishiki - Evergreen Climbing Hydrangea and Trachelospermum - 
Acers for Autumn colour - Grape Vines 
Large pots of evergreen Japanese Mock Orange - Campsis - 
Hydrangeas - Roses - Trees - Penstemon - Phlox 
Final sale of double flowered Trailing Fuchsias £1.00 each 
non stop begonias 3 for £2,50 - New Guinea Impatiens 6 pack £2.00 
Bedding geraniums for that extra boost of colour 
20 plants for £6.00 (5 packs of 4 plants) 
yell.com - 01843 823282 - rosemarynurserys @yahoo.co.uk 


Summer fun at the Captain Digby 

Enjoy the Summer with a family visit to the 
Captain Digby. There’s lots of activities to keep 
the kids happy including our indoor and outdoor 
play areas. 

The award winning restaurant is perfect for 
couples and families alike and is one of our most 
popular places to dine all year round. 

Book your table now on line to avoid 
disappointment or call on the number below 




The Captain Digby Kingsgate 
Broadstairs, CT10 3QH 

Tel: 01843 867764 
www.captaindigby.co.uk 


THORLEY TAVERNS 



Wuwel ^ 
Aquarium ' 
with Free 


www.littlefishshop.co.uk 142 London Road I Teynham I ME9 9QN 

01795 520023 iwww.littlefishshop.co.uk 

Open Mon - Sat 10-6, Sun 10-4 


Iquitic Centre 


Est£folishffil in 1999 we are 
m£iv extrffpely well known for 
our friendly yet professional 
pustomefService and advice. 

We specialise in providing 
many types of marine, pond, 
cold water and tropical fish 
to fill your aquarjmn, as well 
as fishdanks to help you grow 
your collection. 


ONLY £595 


For all your Aquatic needs: 

• Marine • Tropical 

• Coldwater • Ponds 

• Aquariums • Pond Plants 

• Glass Fibre Ponds I Pumps 

• Liners and much more 
Also now available 

• Chicken Coops 

• Rabbit/Guinea Pig 
Hutches & Runs 


All offers 
subject to 
availability 
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Summer's Here... Wildlife 


Taking a walk on the wide side 


HINK back to when you 
were a child... what were 
the days out you remember 
the most? 

The chances are, at least 
one will have been a trip to a wildlife 
park or zoo. And in Kent, we are 
blessed with some of the finest in the 
nation. 

From tigers and elephants to sheep 
and badgers, you will be spoilt for 
choice. 

Perhaps the best known wildlife 
parks are Port Lympne, near Hythe, 
and Howletts, near Canterbury. 

Both pride themselves on their care 
for the animals they look after, and 
are huge sprawling estates which 
provide the winning formula of fresh 
air, a little exercise and plenty of 
amazing creatures to admire. 

Built up by the legendary gambler 
John Aspinall, Port Lympne has a 
magnificent stately home at its heart 
and extensive gardens, as well as a 
vista over Romney Marsh. There’s 
even the chance to stay the night. 

But there’s plenty more. From birds 
of prey and much more besides at 
Eynsford’s Eagle Heights, to boars 
and bears at Wildwood, near Canter¬ 
bury. Not to mention a huge chil¬ 
dren’s play area. 

Then there’s the ever increasing se¬ 
lection at Wingham Wildlife Park - 


Lions and tigers, 
meerkats and 
seals, wildlife is in 
abundance in and 
around the county 
- so why not get 
out exploring now? 

which describes itself as Kent’s fastest 
growing zoo. 

If you’d a rather more sedate ani¬ 
mal experience then what about ex¬ 
ploring the numerous nature and 
bird reserves that are scattered across 
the county. 

They not only provide you with an 
often free opportunity to observe our 
native and visiting bird life, but also 
simply enjoy the countryside which 
surrounds us. 

And if you’re really lucky, who 
knows what wildlife you can see 
along our coastline? 

Seals, dolphins and whales have 
been known to be spotted while there 
can be few more fascinating ways to 
spend a sunny day than exploring the 
rock pools when the tide is out. 




ROAR: Get close to the tigers at Howletts in Bekesbourne or Port Lympne, near Hythe. 
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tripadvisor 


eres no 




TYLER S KILN 


HACKINGTON ROAD 


TYLER HILL, CANTERBURY 
KENT, CT2 9NE 


T :01227 471 912 

www.tylerskiln.co.uk 
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Summer's Here... History 


Walking back in 
time to discover 
county's past 


E VERY corner of the county 
has a fascinating historic 
background - making it the 
perfect opportunity to 
spend a day learning about 
the past while admiring the present. 

From the White Cliffs of Dover, ris¬ 
ing majestically from the English 
Channel - a symbol of freedom and 
home for our brave troops during 
both world wars, to the majestic 
spires of the cathedrals in both Ro¬ 
chester and, of course, Canterbury. 

Archbishop Thomas Becket was 
murdered there in 1170 and it is 
widely recognised as one of medieval 
Europe’s great places of pilgrimage 
and knowledge, welcoming thou¬ 
sands of visitors every year as a World 
Heritage Site. 

The Historic Dockyard in Chatham 
includes a range of attractions and 
provides a fascinating walk through 
decades of a very British history. 

It invites some 175,000 visitors a 
year to discover how ships, including 
HMS Victory, were designed and built. 


From murders to 
shipbuilding, war 
to literature, there 
is so much to find 
out about Kent... 

Faversham, meanwhile, is home to 
Britain’s oldest brewery, and tours of 
the Shepherd Neame site, where 
visitors can smell and taste the 
Kentish hops in production prove 
popular. 

Follow in the footsteps of Charles 
Dickens in and around his beloved 
Rochester, while Penshurst Place, 
near Tonbridge, is a former home of 
Henry VIII and a regular film loca¬ 
tion. Fellow manor house Ightham 
Mote also boasts a rich history. 

And that is just the very tip of the 
iceberg. Go out and explore, it’s end¬ 
lessly fascinating. 



FINE: Penshurst Place, above, and Canterbury Cathedral, below 



The Farriers Arms 


Coming up..*,, 

Saturday 23rd and Sunday 24th July - Mini Beer Festival 

Wo 1 **! gotimg noddy 10 go again... livu musk, atos, eidor& and cocktails 
FiViiHabEn all weakend From 12 pm-On SalurHny, FREE f?ntry* 


Saturday 30th July - Summer Sessions from 3pm 

Join us the last Saturday of I he month for live music, dancing, cocktails and 
a barbecue in our rivftr^ido garden and gazebo 


Wednesday 3rd August - Seafood Specials Night 

Maktf lure you book your spot at our cfr&h get cr&aWo with a tvhola ng# 
ol sea food including crab, oysters, lobster and mussels., 


Saturday 27th and Sunday 2Bth August Bank Holiday 
Weekend Including live music on the Saturday evening and a family 
Cun day with games in our riverside meadow on the Sunday I 



COUNTRY PUB MICROBREWERY PRIVATE EVENTS 


We’re celebrating our 

2016 TRIP ADVISOR CERTIFICATE OF EXCELLENCE 

by offering you... 


food only 

Monday to Wednesday 

when you bring this advert with you 

TfcC aEiijJy ■ «BTrtJB£t Lrt lm ITratv Utrf 


Anvil Restaurant Hand-crafted Ales The Forge Riverside Meadow JVEkV . ASK ABOUT OUR SUMMER HOLIDAYKtQS LUNCH BOXES’ 


www.thefarriersarms.com | 01233 720444 | info@thefarriersarms.com | The Forstal | Mersham | Kent | TN25 6NU 
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Summer's Here... Gardens 


Indulge in our blooming beauty 


History and horticulture often go hand 
in hand, and the county’s broad range 
of beautifully manicured gardens are a 
feast for the senses. And right now is 
the time to see them at their very best... 


A FTER the explosions of 
colour at the Chelsea and 
Hampton Court flower 
shows, the summer 
brings with it the oppor¬ 
tunity to enjoys the blooms of some of 
the nation’s finest gardens, right here 
in the county. 

Perhaps the most famous of them 
all is Sissinghurst Castle Garden - a 
smorgasbord of green-fingered blood, 
sweat and tears. 

Created by the poet and writer Vita 
Sackville-West in the 1930s, she and 
her husband, the diplomat and au¬ 
thor Harold Nicholson, planned gar¬ 
den ‘rooms’ to reflect the romance 
and intimacy of her poems and 
writings. 

Today it is the sight of a regular pil¬ 
grimage for thousands who appreci¬ 
ate horticultural excellence. 

On the other side of the county is 
Goodnestone Park gardens - the 


sumptuous 14-acre estate often being 
proclaimed as the finest in all of the 
south east. 

Among the guests to have walked 
through its surroundings is the au¬ 
thor Jane Austen. 

In Sandwich, the three-and-a-half 
acres of ornamental gardens sur¬ 
rounding the Grade I-listed Saluta¬ 
tion manor house were designed by 
famous architect Sir Edwin Lutyens 
and influential horticulturalist Ger¬ 
trude Jekyll. 

Just outside Faversham, covering 
ten acres of land, Mount Ephraim’s 
gardens were first laid out in the early 
20th century but suffered due to war¬ 
time neglect and use by the Army. 

Lovingly restored during the 1950s 
by Mary and Bill Dawes, they feature 
a topiary garden, rock and water gar¬ 
den, arboretum and rose garden. 

Kent is not the Garden of England 
without good reason. 



BEAUTY: From Goodnestone Park to Godinton House and plenty of fabulous gardens to explore in between 





!$3 ijwmnK P P *‘f\ 


SKKaatflT*) aa 


KEiBAI 

'i _ I 




kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


North & West 


Week ending July 17,2016 39 
































Whitstable 
Stove Shop 

For. "TFe ’re zvarming to you. * 

Log burning and 
Multi-Fuel Stoves 
& 

BBQs Pizza Ovens, Firepits, 
Chimeneas, Primo Grills 
Ceramic BBQs, Bio-Ethanol 
fires, Locally produced 

CHARCOAL, KINDLfNG AND'-LOGS 


l. ■□ WWjD To SEE INDEPENDENT 
Checkatrade.com 

EStW, reviews, scan the.QR 
Code to the left 


2 Saddleton Road, CT5 4JB 
01227 266209 

WHITSTABLESTOVESHOP. CO. UK 


Victorias Boutique 

70B High Street, Whitstable 

01227 264115 www.victoriasofwhitstable.com 



Victoria’s is an exciting independent ladies clothing and 
accessories boutique found in the heart of Whitstable. They 
pride themselves on their unique & on trend styles catering for 
all ages & shapes. Many of their customers are looking for that 
something different that can’t be found in the main high street 
stores. Victoria personally selects her collections, which are 
mainly sourced from Europe and is passionate that she ensures 
she meets her customer’s needs season by season. When you walk 
into Victoria’s Boutique you are guaranteed a warm welcome and 
advice is available if you need it. With already an eye for style and 
what truly suits her customers, Victoria is embarking on a style and 
fashion course with The British College of Personal Styling, which 
will enable her to offer personal style advice too. 

For a truly independent and pleasurable shopping experience call 
into Victoria’s Boutique to find something that is really you! 





* Curtains & Tracking • Blinds * Velux 
• Canopies • Awnings 


Unit D Joseph Wilson Industrial Estate, 
Whitstable, Kent CT5 3PS 
Tel: 01227 772779 | Fax: 01227 265202 
Mob: 07860 391136 

sales@howardsblinds.com | www.howardsblinds.com 



SALE! UP TO 50% OFF 


Stock Ready made curtains. 

Reductions across Giftware & Lighting. 
Summer Sale on UK made Shutters. 

FREE Motorisation & Sun Sensor on Patio Awnings. 
FiALF PRICE Motorisation on Blinds. 

Stock Fabric on sale from £3 per metre. 


FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATIONS 

117 Tankerton Road, Whitstable, Kent CT5 2AN 
01227 770039 | mail@emanuels.co.uk 
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Summer's Here... Whitstable Oyster Festival 



Whitstable's oyster festival fun 


PICTURESQUE : The festival incorporates all parts of the seaside town, from the working harbour to the shops and pubs 


It has grown to be 
one of the county’s 
biggest annual 
events... can you 
resist the lure of 
sun, sea, shellfish 
and sophistication 
on the north coast? 



W HITSTABLE’s reputa¬ 
tion has grown re¬ 
markably over the last 
20 years; now stand¬ 
ing as one of the most 
in-demand of all of Kent’s coastal 
towns. 

The lure of independent shops, res¬ 
taurants, cafes and boutiques, mixed 
with a working harbour, delicious sea¬ 
food, and an unspoilt coastline, has 
made it a must-visit destination. 

But the crowds are never as big as 
when the town’s famous oyster festi¬ 
val takes place. 

Running from July 21 to 31, it has its 
roots in the town’s famous seafood har¬ 


vest but has expanded to provide family 
fun on a broad and diverse scale. 

From the traditional blessing of the 
oysters, as they are brought to shore, 
to a colourful and ever-expanding 
parade through the town centre, the 
festival offers a programme to delight 
locals and visitors alike. 

There are big name music stars and 
comedians performing special shows. 
A tug-of-war in the mud, the chance 
to catch crabs, or make a grotter - a 
beautiful creation made from oyster 


shells and containing a candle which 
flicker and glow along the beach. 

Traders will be serving up special 
treats, an open-air cinema, while 
there’s also a dramatic firework finale 

It is estimated some 80,000 people 
will descend on the town for this 
summer’s event. 

Brian Hitcham runs the Whitstable 
Chamber of Commerce: “It marks the 
start of the summer season; for most 
retail and hospitality businesses, the 
busiest period of the year. 


“Many of the hotels and bed and 
breakfast establishments in the town 
are booked up months in advance, al¬ 
though of course it’s always worth 
double checking if you still need 
somewhere to stay. 

“Similarly, the wonderful restau¬ 
rants and cafes do a tremendous 
trade with tables often hard to come 
by. The Whitstable Oyster Festival 
this year covers two weekends, and 
although these are without doubt the 
busiest periods, the town benefits 


from visitors throughout the week. 

“Many take the opportunity to ex¬ 
plore the fabulous selection of quirky 
independent shops and boutiques 
spread throughout the length of 
Whitstable’s very long shopping area 
that incorporates Harbour Street, 
High Street and Oxford Street. 

“Without question it helps to keep 
Whitstable on the map, and certainly 
helps in contributing to the overall mar¬ 
keting of what the town has to offer. 

“With many of the shops and res¬ 
taurants in Whitstable being inde¬ 
pendents, a good proportion of what 
is spent in the town, gets re-spent in 
the town.” 

Across both weekends, July 23-24 
and 30-31, the Harbour Food Fair will 
host a wide range of traders to create 
an “authentically British but cosmo¬ 
politan affair”. 

Live music at the beach and a busk¬ 
ing area at Deadman’s Corner will 
take place over both weekends. 

The main music line-up, which in¬ 
cludes Terry Hall of The Specials, will 
take place at The Shuck - a child- 
friendly festival venue. 

If you’re thinking of visiting the 
town, it is strongly recommended you 
take public transport as the roads can 
get very busy in and around the town. 

For full details, see the official web¬ 
site: whitstableoysterfestival.co.uk 
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Summer's Here... Castles 


Towering power 
of the mighty 
castle grounds 


T HERE are few buildings 
more breathtaking or awe¬ 
inspiring than castles; 
symbols of a violent past 
and the nation’s long, rich 

heritage. 

And Kent is certainly blessed with 
plenty. From the breathtaking beauty 
of Leeds Castle, near Maidstone, to 
the strategic significance of Dover 
Castle and its vital role in defending 
us across the centuries. 

The largest castle of its kind, from 
its medieval roots to its role during 
the Second World War, the value of a 
visit cannot be understated. 

Rochester Castle is one of the finest 
examples of Norman architecture in 
England, and the stone keep is one of 
the best-preserved in England and 
France. 

Hever Castle, near Edenbridge, be¬ 
gan life in the 13th century as a gate¬ 
house and a walled bailey. 

In 1462, it was converted into a 
manor by Geoffrey Boleyn, and later 
became the home of Henry VIII’s 


From former royal 
residences to key 
strategic sites, a 
trip to a castle is a 
special day out... 

second wife, Anne Boleyn. 

Built during the reign of Henry VIII 
to protect England from invasion by 
France, Walmer Castle later became 
the official residence of the Lord War¬ 
den of the Cinque Ports due to its key 
position on the Kent coast. 

Over the years it has been home to 
a fascinating range of characters, 
including the first Duke of 
Wellington. 

With many castles staging special 
events during the summer months, 
celebrating their history, it’s the per¬ 
fect opportunity to learn more and 
the county’s past. 



INEW Mt Ephraim Gardens, Faversham, Kent, AUGUST 5 th -7 th 2016 

A delightfully civilised weekend in a beautiful setting, featuring the very best in 
* classic rnck, prug, routs and more 



NASHVILLE TEENS * LEATHERAT * KARNATAKA * THE MENTULLS * ROBIN BIBI * TOMMY JOSTICE * THE ONDIVIDED * DORIS BRENDEL +marB 

Camping, Pra-pitchad camping 5 Glamping available. Free parking. 

Craft Er music stalls, workshops, Dalaks 5 sci-fi characters, great bars Ej food stalls, I940's experience, Irish dancers. Classic 
Cars, Kidzone, archery, well-being area, clean and plentiful toilets and much more. Beers from local brewers Shepherd 
Neame and Canterbury Ales § £2.50 a pint, and award winning cider from Kentish Pip 

Advance Ticket Price : 3 DAYS £9G * Day tickets from £32 * GROUP and FAMILY TICKETS AVAILABLE 

Ticket hotline 0844 884 2920 or online at 


www.anewdayfestival.cam 
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Summer's Here... Sport 


Either watching 
or playing, there 
is so much to do 



A S we count down to the 
start of the Olympic 
Games in Rio de Janeiro, 
sport is firmly on the 
agenda in the county. 
Represented on the track by the 
likes of Dina Asher-Smith, Adam Ge- 
mili, Jack Green and Tom Bosworth, 
Kent will be looking to bring home 
medals from Brazil for Team GB. 

Closer to home, there is also plenty 
going on, with the cricket season 
flight. 

Kent are in action in three forms of 
the game: The county championship, 
T20 Blast and One Day Cup, with 
matches spread across the county at 
different venues. 

Their most iconic home ground is 
the Spitfire St Lawrence Ground in 
Canterbury, but batters and bowlers 
will also look to catch the eye in the 
sunshine at both Tunbridge Wells 
and Beckenham. 

A break from the intense domestic 
seasons of football, hockey and rugby 


From high octane 
thrills and spills to 
an Open golf course, 
the sporting options 
here are diverse... 

allows a range of other sports to step 
into the limelight. 

Brands Hatch, near West 
Kingsdown, once the home of the Brit¬ 
ish Formula One Grand Prix, plays 
host to a number of race meeting and 
motoring events this summer, includ¬ 
ing the Mini festival this very weekend 
and the British Superbike Champion¬ 
ship in August - set to include the likes 
of Sidcup’s promising rider Josh Wain- 
wright, and, of course, four -time 
world champion, Shane ‘Shakey’ 
Byrne, from Sittingbourne. 

But summer is not just about watch¬ 


ing live sport, but it is the ideal opportu¬ 
nity to get active and have fun your¬ 
selves. This year saw the launch of the 
Kent Sport Trust which works to en¬ 
courage participation across the county. 

Golf is particularly popular in the 
summer months, and though proba¬ 
bly best known for its east coast trail 
of some of the UK’s premier champi¬ 
onship links - among the Royal St 
George’s, home of the British Open - 


Kent also offers an array of parkland 
and downland masterpieces designed 
by some of the most revered golf 
course architects. 

Tennis fever will be high after 
Andy Murray’s latest grand slam suc¬ 
cess, and there are facilities in all cor¬ 
ners of the county for budding players 
to try their hand. 

As the sun glistens off Kent’s pic¬ 
turesque lakes and rivers in July and 


August, why not give a watersport a 
go? Bewl Water, near Lamberhurst 
offers a wide range of opportunities 
and is a hugely popular retreat. 

There are also a number of niche 
sports for you to try: footgolf, for ex¬ 
ample - a combination of football and 
golf as the name suggests - is grow¬ 
ing in popularity and there are now 
more than a dozen courses across the 
county for players to test their ability. 



Sunday 31 July 


liFe .■ 


For more details and to book general admission tickets online visit 

www.kentlife.org.uk W 

Kent Life, Lock Lane, Maidstone, Kent ME14 3AU. Junction 6 of the M20. T: 01622 763936 


CHEARBARN 

O HOLIDAY PARK 


HASTINGS 

HIDDEN GEM 


A superb sea view location for your perfect holiday home. 
Shearbarn offers an exclusive holiday home environment, 
set in the hills above the historic town of Hastings, 
combined with outstanding facilities to create the perfect 
getaway. 

We are delighted to be able to offer pitches on our new exclusive Lakeside 
Development, unspoilt views to the ocean with our own private fishing lake 
beside you. 

You are now able to reserve your perfect location whilst you decide on your 
new Luxury Lodge. 

Shearbarn Holiday Park have teamed up with some of the Leading 
manufacturers based on Luxury, Build Quality and Value for Money. We have 
breath taking Lodges available from, Omar, Wessex, Prestige, Homeseeker 
and Pemberton all built to Residential Specification to enjoy during the colder 
months also. 

Plus in the facilities you can swim in our heated indoor pool, or work out in 
our gym, meet up with friends in our relaxing bar and restaurant, even go for 
a stroll within the Hastings Country Park, we are pet friendly also, after all 
they are part of the family. 


• 46 weeks Owner season • Private parking bay with each 
Lodge • A beautiful home from home experience 
• Private Fishing Lake • On Park Bakery 
• Convenience Store 


A unique combination of landscapes, from the rural with the 660 acre 
Hastings Country Park and lake that is literally on your doorstep, to the 
coastal, with three miles of unspoiled beach at Hastings offering the perfect 
environment to make the most of your precious leisure time. 

Shearbarn Holiday Park, Barley Lane, Hastings, TN35 5DX 
We are 1 hour from London, 35 mins from M25, 10 mins from A21. 
Tel: 01424 423 583 www.shearbarnholidaypark.co.uk 
Email: holidayhomeownership@shearbarn.co.uk 
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SIMPLY CLEVER 


SKODA 



8-18JULY 

THE SKODA 




0%APR 

REPRESENTATIVE* 


FROM 

£500 

TOWARDS YOUR 
FINANCE DEPOSIT 


PLUS 

£750 

OF FREE FUEL A 


IT'S A NO BRAINER 

skoda.co.uk/BigEvent 


<9 Motorline SKODA Dartford 

555 Princes Road, 

Dartford, Kent DA2 6HH 

% 0843 658 2618 

@ www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 


<9 Motorline SKODA Canterbury 

Broad Oak Road, 

Canterbury CT2 7PX 

^ 0843 658 2604 

@ www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 


<9 Motorline SKODA Medway 

26 Hoath Lane, 

Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent ME8 05W 

0843 658 9764 

@ www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 


*At the end of the agreement there are three options: i) own the vehicle: pay the optional final payment; ii) return the vehicle: subject to fair wear and tear, charges may apply; or iii) replace: 
part-exchange the vehicle. 

Finance available with Solutions Personal Contract Plan. Terms and conditions apply. 18s and over. Subject to availability. Finance subject to status. This offer may be varied or withdrawn at any time. 
Exclusions apply to Superb, SE Business range, Citigo S Trim and Octavia vRS 230. Accurate at time of publication, Finance offer available for vehicles ordered before 30 September 2016 from participating 
retailers. Freepost SKODA Financial Services. ~ No cash alternative. Private retail customers only. Available in conjunction with existing finance offers. £750 free fuel must be claimed within 3 months of vehicle 
handover. Big Event Free fuel offer terms and conditions apply, see skodafreefuel.co.uk for full details. Offer available for new cars ordered between 8 and 18 July 2016 inclusive from participating retailers. 
Models shown: SKODA Fabia Flatch Colour Edition 1.0 MPI 75PS, SKODA Octavia Flatch vRS 2.0 TSI 220PS and SKODA Yeti Outdoor SE L 1.2 TSI110 PS. We can introduce you to a limited number of lenders to 
assist with your purchase, who may pay us for introducing you to them. 

Official fuel consumption for the SKODA range in mpg (litres/lOOkm): Urban 31.4 (9.0) to 72.4 (3.9); Extra Urban 45.6 (6.2) to 91.1 (3.1); Combined 39.2 (7.2) to 83.1 
(3.4). C0 2 emissions for the SKODA range are 164 to 88g/km. Standard EU test figures are for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. 
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WALK 




By Steve Loader 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 



nnniti now nearer to its amotion 


» Read more of Steve’s 
motoring reviews in... 

Kent Life 


ii For more cars visit 

drive24.co.uk 

Powered by mOTORS 



PREVIEW: Premium brand’s UK start can’t have matched its aims but 
another small and attractive model is nowhere to help... 


I NFINITI had a shaky start on our market. 
Arriving in a recession-hit Britain in 2009 
- 20 years after its US debut - with too few 
dealers, models initially biased towards 
American tastes, and a lack of diesel 
options, Nissan’s premium arm had the odds 
stacked against it. 

But its fortunes could be changing, helped by 
an unlikely yet strengthening relationship with 
rival Mercedes-Benz, enabling Infiniti to boost its 
diesel offerings - so crucial to tax-conscious 
company car ‘user choosers’. 

It has also spawned the rapid sourcing of two 
attractive entry level models: the 030 compact 
hatchback - similar to the Merc A-Class - and 
the newly-arrived QX30, a ‘jacked up’ 030 to 
meet soaring demand for upmarket compact 
crossovers. 

The 0X30 could tempt some UK buyers 
because it is built here at Nissan’s giant Sunder¬ 
land plant, though Infiniti clearly likes to think 
its eye-catching looks will have even more clout. 

Prices start at £29,490, which might induce a 
gulp, but we need to remember the unofficial 
Infiniti pitch: this is a premium value brand, so 
both 0X30 models have all-wheel drive and come 
laden with kit - reversing camera and sat nav, 
leather seats, and 18-inch alloys are fitted as 
standard. 

Both versions use a 170bhp 2.2-litre diesel plus 



seven-speed twin-clutch auto ‘box with manual 
option, a combination good for 0-62mph in 8.5 
seconds and 57.6mpg (official combined). 

As with several rivals, interior accommoda¬ 
tion and boot space was less important than 
cutting a dash, so would-be buyers must check 
that the racy roofline doesn’t impinge too much 


on their required rear headroom. 

But the 0X30 certainly has the presence to 
start getting customers into Infiniti showrooms 
and importantly, get the marque’s cars being 
seen on UK roads: its registrations are cur¬ 
rently up 157 per cent against 2015, but from a 
low base. 
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Peugeot 2008 makes even more sense 


Would-be ‘4x4-Lite’ buyers can get more grip on their budget with the extra 
traction available on Peugeot’s impressive 2008 writes Steve Loader... 



O NCE manufacturers 
realised that motor 
market fashion was going 
4x4 in the 1990s, they 
looked for ways to get yet 

more sales. 

One was what I call ‘4x4-Lite’ 
where high and low ratios and 
selectable 4x4 was replaced by a 
simple auto system: the car usually 
ran in two-wheel drive mode for 
economy, and power to the remain¬ 
ing wheels was deployed automati¬ 
cally if the car sensed traction was 
being lost. 

Even this is pricey though so, after 
some false starts and a dose of reality, 
cheaper front-wheel drive SUVs and 
crossovers with ‘4x4’ style have 
become favourite with cash-strapped 
consumers. 

But Peugeot has found a way to 
offer the best of both worlds: an 
economical front-driven crossover/ 
SUV with much of the grip expected 
of a 4x4. 

The French marque deployed an 
optional gizmo it calls GripControl, a 
beefed up traction control system 
that kicks in if the car needs help on 
tricky surfaces and terrain. 

And it works: I’ve seen the Peugeot 
3008 used to launch a glider from a 
grass airfield, and conquered the 


snowy face of an indoor ski slope in 
the smaller 2008. 

The latter was just three years ago 
and I’ve now driven the facelifted 
2008, and been no less impressed. 
The visual makeover has enabled the 
2008 to grow into its butch stance a 
bit more 

It now gets the latest and more 


assertive Peugeot front end treat¬ 
ment and mid to high spec models 
acquire chunky wheel arch exten¬ 
sions and scuff plates, complement¬ 
ing the existing pseudo off-roader 
styling. 

Apart from the smart new grille, 
Peugeot has also added chic and 
shaped black and chrome headlamps 



and 3D LED rear lights, with the 
marque’s distinctive lion’s-claw 
motif. 

There wasn’t much wrong with the 
cabin: fitted out with high quality ma¬ 
terials and generous stowage, it is airy 
and roomy for the size of car - with or 
without a Peugeot signature Cielo 
panoramic roof. 


Peugeot 2008 1.2 
PureTech 110 s/s 


Price: 

from £17,715 

Driving appeal: 

★★★★★ 

Image: 

★★★★ 

Space: 

★★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★★ 

Running costs: 

★★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★★ 

Best rival: Renault Captur 


The versatile rear cabin allows a 
410-litre boot to transform swiftly to 
1,400-litre load space, accessed 
across a low load sill of just 60cm. 

And while many buyers will shop 
diesel, I was impressed by the test 
car’s clean and economical three- 
cylinder 1.2-litre petrol unit, which 
is lively enough yet incurs just £20/ 
year road tax after year one and has 
an official combined consumption of 
64.2mpg. 

Mated with a five-speed manual 
gearbox, it enables the high-riding 
2008’s excellent cornering compo¬ 
sure and grip to be exploited, yet ride 
comfort is not compromised by this 
relatively taut chassis. 

And though I’ve listed the Renault 
Captur as the 2008’s best rival, it has 
less of an edge for style now and still 
lacks an option like GripControl - the 
Peugeot out on its own there. 



TWO STYLISH MODELS 
TWO GREAT PRICES. 

Too difficult to choose? 


GO Vauxhall Chislehurst 
Perry Street 
Greater London 
BR76HB 


GO Edenbridge 
Station Road 
Edenbridge 
TN86HL 


GO Sevenoaks 
Mill Road 
Kent 

TN13 2UZ 


0208 2787325 

www.govauxhall.co.uk 


01732 423928 

www.govauxhall.co.uk 


01732 423954 

www.govauxhall.co.uk 


CORSA ENERGY 5-door 

per month 

For just E I m & + ADVANCE RENTAL 


CORSA ENERGY 3-door 


per month 
+ ADVANCE RENTAL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km). Vauxhall Corsa range: Urban: 38.2 
(7.4) - 76.3 (3.7), Extra-urban: 58.9 (4.8) - 94.2 (3.0), Combined: 48.7 (5.8) - 88.3 (3.2). C0 2 emissions: 133 - 85g/km. # 


Personal contract hire offer on Corsa Energy (A/C) 1.4i 75PS, 3-door in Sovereign Silver, and Corsa Energy (A/C) 1.4i 75PS, 5-doorin Sovereign Silver on orders received before 30 September 2016, subject to availability and status. Age 18+ only. Figures for Corsa Energy 3-door based on a 
non-maintenance contract hire package with advanced rental of £845, then 47 monthly rentals of £169. Figures for Corsa Energy 5-door based on a non-maintenance contract hire package with advance rental of £875, then 47 monthly rentals of £175. Excess miles over contracted mileage 
of 32,000 over 48 months will be charged at a maximum of 6.64 pence per mile. Excess charges also apply if you breach manufacturer servicing or maintenance guidelines or if the car exceeds BVRLA Fair Wear & Tear guidelines for its age/mileage when it is returned to Vauxhall Leasing. 
Package includes Road Fund Licence and Vauxhall Assistance. Guarantee/indemnity may be required. Prices and details are subject to change without notice. For full specification and Ts&Cs contact your local Retailer. You will not own the car. ALD Automotive Ltd., trading as Vauxhall 
Leasing, BS16 3JA. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. #0fficial EU-regulated test data are provided for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technical factors. Correct at time of going to press. 
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OUR BEST PRE-REG & DELIVERY MILEAGE OFFERS AT PERRYS SITTINGBOURNE 


con gZ*0 


f 19 945 


16/16 Vauxhall Meriva 1.4 
TBO Exclusiv Auto 5dr 


16/16 Renault Megane 1.5 DCi 
Dynamic Nav 5dr 


SUMMER 

CLEARANCE 


SUMMER 

CLEARANCE 


NOW £12,995 1 CLE SL W £11,935 

N SvE£7,84S* M N sAVE£8,6lO* 


NOW£10,915 

N save£^o* 


15/65 Vauxhall Zafira 1.6 CDT 
SRi Ext Pack/Sat Nav 


15/65 Ford Mondeo 1.5TDCi 
Titanium Estate 5dr 


15/65 Vauxhall Corsa 1.0 TBO 
Limited Edition 3dr 




N5viE17,995 

"sS/sowr 




PERRYS SITTINGBOURNE 

London Road, Bapchild, Sittingbourne, Kent 

Postcode: ME9 9AQ 
TEL: 01795 374708 

*Savings quoted against new vehicles 


Watch us. Follow us. Like us. 


/PerrysMotorsUK @PerrysMotors /PerrysSittingbourne 



\ of 

) customers 
trust Perrys 

JudgeService ,:i 
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Exclusive to these 
companies and more. 


Halfords 




0ROK4L 

AIRFORCE 




Please contact dealership 
for full list 


Tunbridge Wells Hyundai 

Unit 1, Dowding Way, Tunbridge Wells TI"I2 3UY 

01892 458311 

www.kenthyundai.co.uk 


Medway Hyundai 

London Road, Rainham, Kent ME8 8PT 

01634 408408 

www.kenthyundai.co.uk 



HYurmm 


*0ffers subject to terms and conditions. Contact dealership for full information. Offers subject to change at anytime. 


nEWTHinKinG. 
nEW POSSIBILITIES. 




WHY WASTE TIME WITH THE WEATHER FORECAST? 

NEW PEUGEOT 2008 SUV WITH GRIP CONTROL®* 


MOTORLINE MEDWAY 

High St. Rochester ME1 1HF. 

01634 759724 www.motorLine-medway.co.uk 

Official Fuel Consumption in MPG (1/100km) and CO 2 emissions (g/km) for the New 2008 SUV Range are: Urban 47.1 - 65.7 (6.0 - 4.3), Extra Urban 65.7 - 85.6 (4.3 - 3.3), Combined 57.6 - 76.3 (4.9 - 3.7) and CO 2 
114-96 (g/km). mpg figu res are achieved under official EU test conditions, intended as a guide for comparative purposes only and may not reflect actual on-the-road driving conditions. Terms and conditions apply, participating dealers only or visit 
peugeot.co.uk. Motorline (Kent) Limited is acting as a credit broker and is not a lender. To finance your lease we may introduce you to a limited number of lenders. *Grip Control® function is engine specific. #Passport Personal Lease: A guarantee may be 
required. Over 18s only. Finance is subject to status. Finance provided by and written quotations available from PSA Finance UK Ltd t/a Peugeot Financial Services, Quadrant House, Princess Way, Redhill, RH1 1QA. All offers available on qualifying vehicles 
ordered and registered between 01/07/16 and 30/09/16 or until such time as they may be withdrawn by Peugeot at its complete discretion. Model shown is a New 2008 SUV Allure 1.2L PureTech 110 S&S, with Ultimate Red Varnish, initial rental contribution 
£350, customer initial rental £1,500, optional final rental £6,815. 35 monthly rentals payable. 6000 miles per annum. Excess mileage chargesmayapply.Thisisa finance lease, you will not own the car at the end of the contract. Calls may be recorded for 
training purposes. Calls charged at local rate. All information correct at time of going to press. Visit peugeot.co.ukfor full product details. 
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mydate24 


YOUR regional dating service, run by the 
dating experts who have been established | 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR region 


Place your advert call: 

0844 381 5289 

and follow the simple instructions 

To Place your ad 
by text 

Simply text REG followed by 
your first name, date of birth, 
area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 
FREE Standard Network rates apply. 


To Reply to members 
from your landline call: 

0906 515 7112 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company’s access charge. 

Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 


Or Text... reply2 (leave space) 

box number (leave space) and then enter your 
message & send to 80098 eg: REPLY2 123456 
hi get in touch... then send to 80098 
Successfully received messages cost £1.50 per 
SMS received (Max 160 characters). You must 
exchange 7 messages each before you can 
swap contact details. Messages may be moder¬ 
ated for your safety and security. 


Date ONLINE 

YOU can now 
date online or 
via your mobile 

Simply VISIT 
us at: 


I Dates in YOUR region 


Been left a message? 
Pickup your replies: 

0906 515 7114 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company’s access charge. 


www.vnycl3te24.co.uk 


Women Seeking 



REMEMBER: Calls cost 
£1.55 per minute plus your 
phone company's access 
charge. Texts cost £1.50 per 
message received. 


PAT, petite blonde lady, GSOH, 
young looking for her age, s 
genuine gent any age with 
GSOH. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 422393 $ 

KATIE 35yrs, slender well 
educated brunette seeks no 
strings mutual pleasure with 
gent 40+ Must be discreet, 
married or single. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3002 Box 419673 
RITA,, seeks a genuine male for 
friendship, days out, shes very 
friendly, genuine and social, give 
her a call ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 422403f 
KIM, 32yrs, attractive blonde 
lady seeks discreet gent for 
daytime distractions. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3006 Box 421657 
MERRY, widow, dark hair, kind 
and caring, hoping to meet a 
kind gent for friendship, possibly 
more. ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 4223391 
JANE, young 41, very 
broadminded seeks chap any 
age for discreet no strings fun, 
any age, no time wasters ACA. 
Tel: No: 0906 515 3010 Box: 
409715 

BARBARA, is a caring lady who 
seeks a man to care for, she will 
do anything to make you happy. 
Just give her a call today. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
422411 | 

KERRY, 35yrs, married in open 
relationship, attractive, tall, slim 
and very presentable. Seeks 
discreet gent any age for casual 
pleasurable encounters. Tel: 
0906 515 3042 Box 422363 
NICE female looking for decent 
genuine male for friendship to 
start out with. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4710874 


50YRS, old attractive lady. 
Sheila, caring honest, seeks 
discreet gent. ACA. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 
4224691 

SOPHIA young 40yrs, married 
but bored, seeks discreet adult 
fun, any area, all calls answered. 

Tel: 0906 515 3018 Box: 
413399 

GENUINE, GSH, attractive, 
outgoing professional female, 
55 Enjoys keeping fit, 
socialising and travel, WLTM 
similar male for relationship. 
Text only Mailbox: 5453851 
EMILY, mature well educated 
lady, blonde and smart and 
broadminded seeks gent any 
age for no strings fun. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3022 Box 421375 
MATURE lady early 80s, family 
orientated, likes dancing, 
holidays especially cruising, 
WLTM similar aged gentleman 
with similar interests. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 421427 
WENDY, mature, passionate 
ladylike divorcee seeks no 
strings casual friendship/fun with 
gent any age. Tel: 0906 515 
3034 Box 421605 
JO, mature understanding 
worldly Essex lady, seeks 
generous gent for regular fetish 
fantasy roleplay, discretion 
assured. Text only Mailbox: 
5320299 

SINGLE late 60s female, n/s, 
GSOH, likes going out and being 
active, not fun on my own, 
seeking single male, 66-70, n/s, 
with GSOH, to share each 
others interests. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 421433 


FEMALE, blue eyes, slim and 
pretty, from South Africa, young 
fifties, seeking a sincere, retired 
gentleman, who resides close to 
the sea. Text only Mailbox: 
5456242 

LAURA, single mum, 29yrs, blue 
eyed blonde, fair skinned, pretty. 
Lonely and seeking adult compa¬ 
ny when the kids are in bed! ACA. 
Text Only Box: 4161735 
MATURE lady early 80s, family 
orientated, likes dancing, holidays 
especially cruising, WLTM similar 
aged gentleman with similar 
interests. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 421429 

ORIENTAL lady, honest, caring, 
loves walking, WLTM a reliable, 
sincere man for LTR. Text only 
Mailbox: 5443434 
FEMALE, young 58, 5ft2, size 14, 
blonde, bubbly, GSOH, warm, 
loving, kind and caring, loves 
music, animals, seaside, looking 
for that special someone. Text 
only Mailbox: 4715158 
GENUINE single female 49, 
seeking good-natured, intelligent, I 
polite, single male for 
friendship/relationship. Text only 
to Mailbox: 4198603 
KIND, caring lady of African origin, 
living in UK for past 20 years, 
looking for a gentleman who is kind 
and caring, must have a GSOH. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
421041 

LUCY, 32, blonde, tall and slim, 
looking for a casual fling, nothing 
serious. Discretion needed and 
assured. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 420237 


AMANDA, 36, tall, slim, busty 
brunette seeks man, any age, any 
area, for discreet daytime fun. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 

418117 

HELEN, widow 58, medium build, 

5ft 4ins, blonde, GSOH, likes a 
chat, days out, looking to start 
again with someone of similar age. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 

3762431 

GORGEOUS flower, Ashford Kent, JAN 63, young at heart, petite, 5ft 
51, larger lady, large personality, 2ins, brown hair, blue eyes, GSOH, 
easy going, seeks male who likes likes cooking, countryside, travel, 
dogs, animals for relationship. Tel days out, seeks easy going male, 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 60-70. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
417435| No: 416349 § 


HAPPY young looking lady, 62, 
likes socialising, conversation, ! 
seeking nice man to share good 
times with. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 407383 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company's access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


Men Seeking 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company's access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company's access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


TIAEOJJF SEARCHING? LET LOVE FIND YOU! 



ANGELA, 53, African origin, 
looking for a kind, genuine, caring 
gentleman, 60 years +. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 421039 
SINGLE slim female, 68, n/s, 
GSOH, likes cooking, walking etc, 
seeks male, single, slim 65-70, n/s, 
with similar interests. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 420091 
SLIM female GSOH, 5'3, Likes 
walking, pub lunches, days out, 
looking for soul mate, smart 
appearance, similar interests N/S 
GSOH, easy going. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 4762600 


GARY, 53, caring, likes snooker, 
bowls, looking for a nice woman to 
meet and fall in love with. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 423145 | 
BEN, kind caring gent, 37yrs, very 
tall and well built with curly black 
hair. Own home, good job, just 
missing a special lady. Text Only 
Box:4158248 

EDWARD, 77, looking for a 
companion South East area of 
Kent, for holidays, days out, social 
events, and lots more. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 423039 | 
HAPPY go lucky divorced man, 48, 
6ft, well built, seeks gorgeous 
female to share love and laughs 
with. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:383719 

TONY black male, 58, 5ft6, med 
build, n/s, seeking a local mature 
fun loving female 40/75 in the 
Chatham/Gillingham area for 
discreet fun. Text only Mailbox: 
5459052 

BARRY 47, 6ft, well built, seeks 
female for wining, dining and fun 
times. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:361787 


jv. ifiri sI Ur li, t I; at an, t Te . ... . . iruaiwxm 

DsiaiB uj'uu uuuii un tc aJurged This suvcc fc, rot corpu^f generated. Message arc nspotfcd 
to tyreaisvix users Ncneeirjscansegjaianteed 1 arrargrg a mjstiTg be sure b t jsp. a put#: 
»sce and do noiave persaial dels is to rfepfe you (we rd net Servke ptewded by Mo GoablM 
'•«to 02077207130breml:supportftjnedacoilk 


Customer support 
Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


MARION, early 70s, young at 
heart, GSOH, active, likes walking, 
gardening, meals out, travel, 
theatre and animals, looking for 
male friendship to share interests, 
resajenjsnwvp Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
LftMjSdeSS 1 419657 I 

CHANTELLE, 5ft3 light 
brown/blonde hair, blue eyes, like 
nights in/out, walks, animals, 
romance seeks honest guy. 
Littlehampton. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 4923883 


TALL single early 60's male 

looking for pure hearted lady for 
LTR. Text only Mailbox: 5496781 
GARY 48, 6ft, well-built, dark hair 
brown eyes, seeks passionate 
female for fun times in and out. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
387175 

TONY, early 60s, 6ft, slim, fit, easy 
going, looking for no strings fun 
with a lady, age unimportant. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
422643 $ 


VINCENT 48, 6ft, well built, seeks 
lady for fun nights in and out. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
377397 

MALE, widower, n/s, would love to 
meet buxom friendly lady, up to 70, 
for friendship at first, interests 
include all types of music, walking, 
quizzes. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 422957 

HELLO my name is Paul, 43, 5ft9, 
from Sittingbourne in Kent, looking 
for someone to have some fun with 
and see where it goes! Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 422905 ! 
WRITER, tall, slim, fit, natural dark 
hair, generous, seeks lady for 
erotic rendezvous, I will make it 
worth your while! Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 4227771 
49YR old male, 6ft, well built, seeks 
female to wine/dine and have fun 
with. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:390929 

SUGAR Daddy available! Mature, 
tall, slim, natural dark hair, seeks 
lady, age unimportant. Not afraid of 
commitment. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 418889$ 

48YR old divorced male, 6ft, well 
built, seeks lady for fun and 
laughter. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 380789 

PHILLIP, 66, into farming and 
country life, looking for a loyal, 
genuine lady, someone I can trust, 
to go on holidays with and spend 
time together. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 422699$ 

PAUL 49 5ft 8ins likes eating/nights 
in/out seeks loving female for LTR. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
404013 


PAUL 52, seeks loving female for 
exciting times, meals out, 
weekends away, cosy nights in. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
418077| 

MALE, 54, shyish, looking for fun 
times with a lady, 60-70, with 
GSOH, status unimportant. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
422431 

PROFESSIONAL, romantic 
male, 44, likes meals out, 
cinema, music, holidays, seeks 
female, 30-55 for LTR. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 250195 
CHRIS, from Folkestone, 71, 
5ft9, widower, green eyes, lonely, 
n/s, OHAC, likes gardening, the 
coast, pubs, dining out, holidays, 
cruises, days out, WLTM similar 
lady to share interests, can travel. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
422375 

PAUL GSOH, 5ft 8ins, medium 
build, seeking Miss Right for LTR 
to put the spark back into life. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
391970 

MIKE, 64, outgoing person, 
enjoys life, likes sport, cricket, 
nice meals out, holidays, WLTM 
someone to share interests and 
quality time. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 422329 
COLIN, 56, 6ft, medium build, 
clean and tidy with a tidy beard, 
I’m after some TLC with no 
strings adult fun. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 422359$ 
HARLOW male, ^0, kincL 

attractive, happy, considerate 
looking to meet slim female for 
LTR, children welcome. Text 
only Mailbox: 5468389 
FRIENDLY passionate male, 55, 
6ft, medium build, clean, discreet, 
lots of TLC to offer, seeks female 
for fun times. Canterbury Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 381222 
OUTGOING male, seeking 
attractive female, likes sports, 
music, cinema and nights out. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
414793 

MALE, 54, looking for discreet 
lady, 60-70, for adult fun and a 
special friendship. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 421085 


MALE, 58, very outgoing, looking 
for attractive female, slim to 
medium build, for adult fun and 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 421883$ 

SLIM, 5ft 6 white male WLTM 18 
to 42 year old lady for friendship. 
Text only Mailbox: 5441709 
RETIRED, smart, 68 year old, 
5ft5, I enjoy eating out, walking, 
holidays and golf, WLTM a slim, 
attractive lady, 60-68, for a loving, 
tender relationship, to enjoy 
these times with. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 4218531 
MALE, 55 looking for mature lady 
for outings and adult fun, easy 
going, GSOH, nice looking and a 
bit shy. Text only Mailbox: 
4922399 


CHRIS 

widower, 
likes DIY, 
gardening, nights 
out, rock and roll, 

N/S, looking for LTR 
with female. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 410191 0 




s male looking for 
discreet daytime kisses and 
cuddles with nice female. Kent 
and Sussex. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 421601 $ 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company's access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


EASY going, friendly guy, slim, n/s, 
likes the outdoors, gardening, 
cinema, theatre, music, WLTM a 
nice guy, 50-60s. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 422741 
PETER, bi male, aged 68, 
inexperienced seeks bi male for 
fun and friendship. Text only 
Mailbox: 5459879 
MALE medium build, likes 
outdoors, DIY, seeking slim, N/S 
guy for LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 403267 
MATURE bi male seeks similar for 
fun and friendship. Text only 
Mailbox: 4641909 


FEMININE sensual female, slim- 
medium build wanted by slim, 
kind male for daytime meets, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 333477 
7112 Box No: 414809 


EASYGOING guy, 62, likes 
outdoors, countryside, walks, 
seeks slim, N/S quiet guy for LTR. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 


JIM 45, slim 5'8, blue eyes, short 
brown hair, very fit, would like to 
meet older lady for regular N S A 
fun. East Sussex. Text only 
Mailbox: 4529089 
NEIL, Looking to meet lady for 
fun, possible LTR with someone 
special, accom and travel 
w/Sussex, age/looks 

unimportant. Text only Mailbox: 
4435323 

WIDOWER 67, N/S, likes real 
ale, country music, gardening, 
DIY, seeks N/S female for lots of 
TLC. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 381143 


Friends 

FEMALE seeking genuine straight 
female for daytrips, out to meet 
socially for lunch/coffee. Text only 
to Mailbox No: 4748240 
SEEKING ladies for good 
company, socialising and a bit of 
fun, BBW local to Kent, get in 
touch and lets start having fun. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
413623 § 

Follow us 

on 

@% locally 


t, 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your phone company’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged 
at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 
characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each message you send, Service only available where phone icon shown. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer gen¬ 
erated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have not met. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service 
provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTEC¬ 
TION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus 
for regulatory purposes. Advertisers may come from our national database and from our pdc app. w/c 11/07/16 
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I Kent on Sunday 

jobs 4.co.uk 

J IN-PAPER • ONLINE • ON MOBILE 


CANTERBURY: Sat & Sun 17-18 SEPT. 
ROCHESTER: Sat & Sun 1-2 OCT. 

Learn how to take blood 


TRAIN AS A 

PHLEBOTOMIST 


NATIONALLY RECOGNISED 

Certificate in Phlebotomy 

I ■ Accredited Qualification 

x ■ Allied Healthcare 
Career Path 

■ No previous experience 
< required 

A ■ Two day course 

V ■ Small classes 


tobookonHneT WWW.geOpaCe.com 

High demand for phlebotomists in: 


Hospitals - GP Surgeries - Clinics - Private Sector - Community 


Spencer Private Hospitals are two hospitals situated in East Kent. The larger of the two hospitals is a 22 bed independent hospital situated at 
the QEQM Hospital in Margate, whilst the second hospital is a 4 bed independent hospital based at the William Harvey Hospital in Ashford. 
Both hospitals have a reputation for providing excellent medical and surgical facilities supported by Specialist Consultants, Specialist Nurses 
and Physiotherapists. We have state of the art diagnostic equipment and exceptionally high standards of nursing care. 

HR Assistant - Dover 

Full time 37.5 hours per week Salary: £ 17,597 per annum 

Qualifications and Experience 

• Maths and English GCSE A -C Grade or equivalent 

• Previously worked in an Administrative environment 

• Proficient in Microsoft Office e.g. Word/Excel/Outlook 

• Attention to Detail 

• Awareness and understanding of the importance of Confidentiality within the HR 
Department, demonstrating discretion at all times 

To discuss this opportunity, or to arrange an informal visit, please contact: 

Mandy Oliver, HR Manager on 01304 222678 

Previous applicants need not apply. 

Closing date: 25/07/2016 Interview date: 2nd August 2016 

Receptionist/Administrator - Ashford 

Full time 37.5 hours per week Salary: £17,043 per annum 

Qualifications and Experience 

• Maths and English GCSE A -C Grade or equivalent 

• 2+ years working in medical administration 

• Good working knowledge of Word/Excel/Outlook 

• Excellent Customer Service skills 
Previous applicants need not apply. 

Closing date: 19/07/2016 Interview date: 29th July 2016 

To discuss this opportunity, or to arrange an informal visit, please contact: Gemma 
Preston, Business Office Manager on 01304 222682 

For a job description and application form please contact: 

Justine Whittle, HR AdvisorTelephone: 01304 222684 
E-mail: recruitment@spencerhospitals.com 


Spencer Private Hospitals is an equal opportunity employer. 

These positions are subject to a Disclosure and Barring check. 
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Abies' Court School 

“We grow people” 

Abbey Court School, a ‘special’ school and a ‘special’ place to work. 

SPEECH AND LANGUAGE 
THERAPIST 

to join and enhance our high calibre team on a 1 year temporary 
contract commencing September 2016 

Medway Scale, Grade B2 - £28,203 to £36,019 pro rata 
(term time only - part time or full time hours may be considered) 

Abbey Court School is located on 2 sites; Rainham (Primary) and Strood 
(Secondary and Further Education), and caters for pupils aged 3-19 with 
severe learning difficulties. We are looking for an enthusiastic and effective 
Speech and Language Therapist, with a professional, flexible approach 
and a good sense of humour. In essence, somebody with an interest in an 
educational setting and who would like to work in a school committed to 
enabling pupils to reach their full potential. Experience and dysphagia 
training desirable. 

Candidates should hold a relevant Speech and Language Therapy degree/ 
qualification. Benefits include: Local Authority pension scheme, induction 
training, performance management programme and Continuous 
Professional Development. 

Visits to the school are welcomed. 

This School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of 
children and young people, and expects all staff and volunteers to share this 
commitment. Any offer of appointment for post is subject to a satisfactory 
Criminal Record Bureau Disclosure. 

Due to the conditions and complex needs of the pupils at Abbey Court School, 
continuity and consistency of support is paramount, and therefore candidates 
for all positions will need to commit to the full working hours of the post. 

For an application pack, or to make an appointment to visit, please telephone 
(stating the role for which you are applying): 

Mrs Linda Taylor, Abbey Court School, Rede Court Road, Strood, Kent ME2 3SP 

(01634 338236) 

Please note CV’s will not be accepted. 

Closing date: 21 July 2016 




LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 


Community Right to Bid 

The Ridgewaye Centre, The 
Ridgewaye, off Yew Tree Road, 
Southborough, TN4 OAB 

Notification of intention 
to dispose of an 
Asset of Community Value 

Tunbridge Wells Borough Council has been 
notified, by the owners of the Ridgewaye 
Centre, of their intention to dispose of the 
property, which is listed as an Asset of 
Community Value in the borough. 

A six week moratorium period will close 
on 17 August 2016 during which time a 
community group can request in writing 
to be treated as a potential bidder for the 
property. If such a request is received by 
the Council, the moratorium period will be 
extended to a full 6 months, giving time for 
the bid to be put together. 

Further information on the Community 
Right to Bid can be found on the Tunbridge 
Wells Borough Council website at: 
http://www.tunbridgewells.gov.uk/ 
residents/community/community-rights/ 
community-right-to-bid 
or contact: 

business @tunbridgewells.gov.uk 



Town and Country Planning 
(Development Management 
Procedure) (England) Order 2015 
Notice Under Article 14 of Application 
for Planning Permission 

Proposed development at: Land adjacent 305A, Lords 
Wood Lane, Chatham, Kent ME6 8JT. 

Take notice that application is being made by: Lambert 
& Foster, on behalf of Mr. Maurice Trice for planning 
permission to: A proposed two storey single dwelling 
with garage, associated parking and access. 

Local Planning Authority to whom the application 
is being submitted: Medway Council, Development 
Control, Gun Wharf, Dock Road, Chatham ME4 4TR. 
Any owner of the land or tenant who wishes to make 
representations about this application, should write to the 
council within 21 days of the date of this notice. 
Signatory: Mr. Nick Brandreth Date: 14/7/16 

Statement of owners’ rights: The grant of planning 
permission does not affect owners’ rights to retain or 
dispose of their property, unless there is some provision 
to the contrary in an agreement or lease. 

Statement of agricultural tenants’ rights: The grant of 
planning permission for non-agricultural development 
may affect agricultural tenants’ security of tenure. 
‘Owner’ means a person having a freehold interest or a 
leasehold interest the unexpired term of which is not less 
than seven years. 

‘Tenant’ means a tenant of an agricultural holding any 
part of which is comprised in the land. 
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Sport 

County stars get 
Olympic call-up 

Kent athletes, trampolinists and windsurfers are off to Brazil 



Olympics 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


A NUMBER of Kent’s top athletes 
have been named in Great Britain’s 
Olympic team. 

Orpington’s Dina Asher-Smith, 
Dartford’s Adam Gemili, Maidstone’s 
Jack Green and Tom Bosworth of 
Tonbridge Athletics Club have all 
been given the nod to fly out to Rio 
ahead of the start of the Games on 
August 5. 

Asher-Smith has been selected to 
appear in the 200m and 4x100m as 
has Gemili, Green will appear in the 
400m hurdles and the 4x400m re¬ 
lay, while Bosworth will feature in 
the 20km race walk. 

Team GB Chef de Mission Mark 
England said: “Track and field is one 
of the showpiece sports of an Olympic 
Games and in these 80 athletes we 
have a team full of the ability, pedi¬ 
gree and experience to match the 
spectacle. 

“It’s great to welcome back the 
household names who lit up London 
2012 but I’m also sure the country 
can look forward to new heroes 
emerging in the Olympic Stadium in 
Rio de Janeiro this summer. 

“With well over 300 athletes now 
selected and just over three weeks to 
go until the start of the Games, Team 
GB, with an estimated 360 athletes 
in total, is shaping up to be the most 
talented team we’ve ever taken to an 
Olympic Games.” 

Athletics Team Leader Neil Black 
said: “There’s a real blend of experi¬ 
ence and exciting new talent, with 
the likes of Olympic gold medallists 
Mo, Jess, Greg and Christine, selected 


STAR: Dina Asher-Smith 

alongside those becoming Olympi¬ 
ans for the first time, like Dina Asher- 
Smith, Chris Baker, Jazmin Sawyers 
and Elliot Giles. 

“This is the best prepared and ar¬ 
guably strongest team we have ever 
selected. We believe the world class 
level of performances this group can 


achieve will see us challenging for a 
number of places on the podium.” 

Chatham trampolinist Kat Driscoll 
and Tunbridge Wells windsurfer Bry¬ 
ony Shaw were also selected. 

They join the dozen Kent-based 
hockey players chosen by Team GB 
last month. 


Tredwell calls for concentration from Spitfires 


Cricket 


JAMES Tredwell has urged his 
Spitfires team-mates to “concentrate 
on the process” as their T20 Blast 
South group draws to a close. 

The former England spinner says 
the squad should focus on their 
individual performances during the 
run-in, in the belief that positive 
results will follow in all formats. 

“Sometimes you can look to deeply 
into results,” he said. 

“I can’t speak for the rest of the 
lads, but from a personal point of 
view, I find it better to concentrate 
more on the process. 

“Concentrate, as individuals, on 
our own performances with bat, ball 
and in the field, then the team results 
tend to take care of themselves. For 



LEADER: James Tredwell 


me, that’s a more beneficial place to 
be. 

“There’s a danger that you can 


collectively build a game up to be so 
important that you can actually take 
you eye off the ball.” 

Between an emphatic defeat to 
Essex in the county championship 
and the return of overseas batsman 
Tom Latham to New Zealand, it’s 
been a tough few weeks for Kent, but 
Tredwell insists they can bounce 
back. 

“We’ve shown great character 
throughout the year in various 
situations and that’s something we 
must not forget,” he said. 

“In fact, we should take great 
heart from it. 

“You can point to excellent 
individual performances from one to 
11 in all competitions. The trick is 
now, for us all to put those sort of 
performances in together, as a team, 
on the same night.” 




FESTIVAL: Minis in action 


Mini Festival returns 
to Brands Hatch track 


MINIS old and new take to the track 
at Brands Hatch this weekend for the 
return of its popular festival. 

The on-track show will be 
headlined by the Mini Challenge, 
which is now firmly established as 
one of the nation’s leading one-make 
saloon car championships, with the 
grid divided in half to provide some 
six races across Saturday and 
Sunday. 


The deluxe Mini Challenge 
programme will include three 
outings for the JCW F56 class, which 
is open to solely to the latest racing 
Mini - the most advanced tin top 
racer found outside the British 
Touring Car Championship. 

The line-up is to be completed by a 
Fastest Mini in the World Race which 
is open to any Mini with no regula¬ 
tion on modification. 


Top goalscorer departs Bromley 


BROMLEY have confirmed the 
departure of top goalscorer Moses 
Emmanuel. 

The striker hit 20 goals last 
season, including a hat-trick in the 
memorable 7-3 victory over Torquay 
United in September. 

Emmanuel’s contract expired this 
summer and he is now believed to be 
training with a number of Football 
League clubs, having caught the eye 


with his performances in the 
National League. 

A spokesperson said: “Everyone at 
Bromley Football Club would like to 
thank Moses for his considerable 
effort and the superb number of goals 
he scored during his time at Hayes 
Lane and wish him all the very best 
for the future.” 

Alex Wall is also on the brink of a 
transfer away from Hayes Lane. 


Gills to face Blades live 
in front of Sky cameras 


GILLINGHAM’S clash with Sheffield 
United has been rearranged to allow the 
match to be broadcast live on Sky Sports. 

Now taking place at 2.15pm on Sunday, 
September 4, the match will be the first 
time the Gills have been given live 
television coverage for a fixture at 
Priestfield since January 2014, when Cody 
McDonald’s last-minute winner earned 
the club a 1-0 victory over Wolves. 

“This is a great opportunity for the club 
and our players to show themselves 
positively in front of the TV cameras,” said 
manager Justin Edinburgh. 

“We’ll embrace the opportunity and 
hopefully deliver the result and perform¬ 
ance our fans want.” 

The match will be the Blades’ first visit 
to Medway since losing 4-0 on the 
opening day of the 2015/16 season in 
Kent. 

Dover will also be back on the box, as 
their match with Forest Green Rovers on 
Saturday, September 10 has been selected 
for live coverage by Sky Sports’ rivals BT 
Sport. 


BOSS: Justin Edinburgh 


j_ V i. » Email sports@kosmedia.co.uk 

QpOlT iJlIO X IS or call Tom Pyman on 01233653477 


Keep up-to-date with all Kent’s sports news via social media on: 

^ Twitter @KentSport r Facebookwww.facebook.com/kentsport.3 
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Wells Bedding & Interiors | 44 High Street, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent TNI 1XF | 01892 535555 


\ MATCH 

PROMISE J 


We are so confident that our extensive range of furniture represents the very best value for money. 
That in the unlikely event of finding an identical product elsewhere at a lower price we promise to match, 
or better any deal on a like-for-like basis, at the point of order... even internet offers. 


www. wells interiors.co.uk 

Wfiete quality & aemice coat laa! 
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